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H E Scrotum is the external, or common 

covering of both teſticles, as well as the 
external and common covering of the coats, of | 
tunics of the teſticles. 

The Scrotum is compoſed of the Cuticula z 
the Cutis; the ee, Cellularis; and the 
Dartos muſcle. 

The ſituation of the cuticle is on the external 
ſurface of the Scrotum; the Cutis lies under the 
cutiele. Betwixt the cuticle and Cutis is ſpread 
the Rete Mucoſum. Adjoining the internal ſur- 
face of the Cutis is placed a thin coveripg of a 
looſe and hollow texture, void of fat. This cos 
vering to anatomiſts is known by the name of 
the cellular membrane of the Scrotum. 

Next to, and under the external portion t 
the cellular membrane of the Scrotum, is placed 
a thin muſcular, or fleſhy body, called by the 

Sy __— | Greeks 
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Greeks ar: a name which it derives from its 
raw, or excoriated appearance, and not from its 


uſe of contrafting the Scrotum. © 

Immediately under the expanſion of the Dar- 
tos, a ſecond cellular membrane is diſcoverable. 

From this account, therefore, it appears that 
the Dartos, or thin muſcular covering which is 
employed in forming a part of the Scrotum, 1s 
placed betwixt two cellular membranes; and 
from diſſection it is demonſtrable, that the inter- 
nal cellular meinbrane is the moſt conſiderable 
of. the two. | 

The Membrana Cellularts Externa Scroti ad- 
mits of a paſſage to the fleſhy fibres of the Dar- 
tos muſcle; which fibres are attached to, or con- 
nected with, the internal ſurface of the Cutis; 


the Dartos likewiſe admits of a paſſage to the 


filaments of the internal cellular membrane; ſo 
that the two cellular membranes are obſerved to 


| communicate, 


Upon the external ſurface of the Scrotum is a 
prominent line, or ridge, termed Raphe. | 
The direction, or courſe of this prominence is 


perpendicular pr longitudinal; and it is continued 


from the Anus to the extr 
its inferior part. 


* ity of the Penis on 


% 


Be Jo? 

The Raphe divides the external fiirface of 
the Scrotum, pretty nearly into two equal 1 
tions. 

The Scrotum forms two diſtinct bags; one for 
each teſticle, and its immediate tunics, or coats: 
Theſe bags are formed by a duplicature of the 
Dartos . muſcle; and they are fituated on each 
tide of the Raphe of the Scrotum. 

The bags being thus formed, are laterally con- 
nected to each other, by the intervention of a 
cellular membrane. This union, or connection 
of the ſides of the Dartos conſtitutes that parti- 
tion, which by anatomiſts is denominated Sep- 
tum Scrotl. 

The Septum Scroti, on its inferior part, is con- 
nected to the internal ſurface of the Cutis imme- 
diately under the Raphe; on its ſuperior part 
this Septum is connected to the inferior and ex- 
ternal ſurface of the Urethra; after having been 
expanded upwards betwixt the Tunica Vaginalis 
of each teſticle. Wat 

Upon a removal of the ſeveral parts which 
are concerned in forming the Scrotum ; the tu- 
nics, or proper coats of the teſticles, next pres 
{ent themſelves to view. 
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Or THE TUNICS, OR COATS OP 
| THE TESICLES. 


In number theſe Tunics are three; to wit, Cre - 
maſter, ſive Suſpenſorius Teſtis; Tunica Vagina- 
lis Teſtis; & Tunica Albuginea. Cremaſter, and 
Tunica Vaginalis are common to the ſper- 
matic chord, and to the teſticle; Tunica Albu- 
ginea is proper to the teſticle; this tunic imme- 
diately inveſts, and adjoins the Teſtis ; and its 
appendage termed Epididymis. 

Cremaſter, five Suſpenſorius Teſtis, fo termed 
from its office of aſſiſting in the ſuſpenſion, or 
elevation of the teſticle, is a partial coat only of 
this member. It is compoſed of a thin ſeries of 
muſcular fibres, which ſurround the ſpermatic 


chord; and deſcend to the Tunica Vaginalis 


Teſtis; upon the upper aud external parts of 
which, this muſcular expanſion terminates, and 
becomes loſt. 

Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, fo called from its 
office, is a thin membranous bag, or ſheath; in 
its natural ſtate anſwering neatly in ſize and 


ſhape to the Teſtis and Epididymis. It is a con- 


: tinuation 


mY X 
| tinuation ny the Tunica en of the * 
tic chord. ws 

The Tunica a Vaginalis of the Gorge chord 
is conſtructed of two diſtindt Lamine of a 
membranous: texture theſe Laminæ are ſituated: 
upon one another; the upper, or external 
Lamina of the two, is extended downwards; and 
as it advances towards the teſticles, and Epi- 
didy mis, it becomes dilated and expanded, form- 
ing a bag, or ſheath, for the reception of the 
Tanica WN ot: ink ſelf, and the 
Epididymis, -_ _. [ncnio? 

The teſticle and Epididymis, with then im- 
mediate coats, are looſely ſuſpended in the Tuni- 
ca Vaginalis, except on the poſterior part; where: 
the Epididymis is connected to the internal ne 
face of the Tunica Vaginalis. unt 

- The: internal Lamina of the Tunica Vazins- 
lis of the ſpermatic chord is attached to the 
ſpermatic rape, a little above the teſticle, hy te 
interpoſition of a thin and fine membrane, with 3 
which this Lamina is lined; and hy this means = 
a tranſverſe ſeptum, -or- partition, g the 
parts above, and thoſe below, is formed. 

The Tunica Vaginalis is a continvations or 

3 - proceſs af the Feritanrum. 415 
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The Tunica Vaginalis of one tefticle has no 
connexion with that of the other; all ſuch con- 
nexion being prevented by the Septum Scroti. 


The external ſurface of this tunic is rough and 


unpoliſhed ; the internal ſurtace of it is ſmooth, 
poliſhed; and lubricated, by means of a very ſmall 
quantity of extravaſated lymph; in the ſame! 


manner, and for the ſame purpoſes too, as the 
internal ſurface of the Pericardium 5 the inter- a 


nal ſurface of the Pleura; the internal ſurface 


of the Dura Mater; the external furface of the 


Pia Mater, and the internal ſurface of the Peri- 
tonaum are. 


To theſe ſeveral cavities this moiſture is fur- 


niſhed by the extremities of the exhaling, lym- 


phatic, or ſecretory veſſels, of their reſpective in- 
veſting membranes: and this fluid, in a propor- 


tional quantity, is occaſionally returned into the 


courſe of the circulation, by ſuch reſpective in- 
haling, or abſorbent veſſels, as correſpond with 


the exhaling ones; and Which by nature are 


deſtined for this purpoſe. Wis 
Too great a relaxation, a ſudden ui or a 


ſtimulus, ariſing from inflammation and pain to 


a great degree, affecting the lymphatic, or exhal- 

ing veſſels, will occaſion a dropſy of theſe parts; 

and * this may be the 9 too, if the ab- 
ſorbent, 
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ſorbent, or returning veſſels, ſhould by any means 
be rendered incapable of performing their uſual 
and natural functions; the flowneſs, or quick- 
nefs, in the progreſs of theſe. maladies, probably 
depends much upon the greater, or leſs, degree of 
infirmity of theſe particular parts; as well as 
upon the general relaxed habit of body that pre- 
ceded the diſeaſe or that accompanies it. 

In fome, theſe diſeaſes admit only of a pallia- 
tive, or temporary relief; whilſt in others, they 
are found to admit of a radical, or effectual cure. 

This ſpecies of diſeaſe, when it attacks the ca- 
vity of the Abdomen, is well enough known by 
the term Aſcites; when it attacks dne, or both 
cavities of the Thorax, it is termed Hydrops:Pec- 
toris, or Hydrops Thoracis; when it attacks the 
cavity of the Tunica Vaginalis, it is termed 'Hy- 


drocele, or Hernia Aquoſa; when it attacks the 


cavity and contents of the Cranium, it is.:termed = 
Hydrocephalus; and when. it attacks the Mem- 
brana Cellularis (which looſe membrane is by 7 
anatomiſts ſufficiently: knawn to exiſt in'almolt 
every part of the body,) it is then, from its ſitu- 
ation and extent, termed Anaſarca; or from th 
pallid colour which this diſeaſe gives to the body, 

| limbs, aud face, it is termed Lo 4 
0 | „ Tunica = 
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C83 
Tunica Albuginea, - ſo named from its com- 
plexion, is a compact, firm, white, ſtrong, and 


ſmoothly poliſhed membrane, having a tendinous 


appearance. It very cloſe adheres to, embraces, 
and immediately contains the body of the Teſtis, 
and Epididymis : it likewiſe looſely connects the 
middle part of the Epididymis with the body of 
the teſticle, by means of a thin and ſine mem- 
brane formed by a duplicature of the Tunica Al- 
buginea, making a kind of ligament for this pur- 
poſe. Beſides the uſes already, aſſigned to the 
Tunica Albuginea, it ſerves to confine the growth 
of the Teſtis and Epididymis within certain li- 


mits; and, by cloſely embracing theſe parts, it 


gives them a due degree of firmneſs, and enables 
them to perform their proper functions. 
N. B. If by accident, or in conſequence of an 


incautious and injudicious operation, the Tunica 


Albiginea becomes wounded through, the natural 
bandage of the vaſcular and ſoft ſubſtance of the 
body of the teſticle being in part by this means de- 
ſtroyed, the contents gradually ſprout forth; they 
form a ſoft irregular tumor; and the lips of the 
wounded Tunic receding. from each other are 
thereby rendered incapable of being healed, Two 
ſuch inſtances I have lately had an opportunity 


of ſeeing, and attending ta; in both caſes it was 


found 


14 8 | 
found expedient to remove the teſticles'; both 
which operations were ſucceſsfully performed. 


* * 
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Frocn i its office, the teſticle i is defined a as: 
a body; from its compoſition, it is ARON | 
nated a ſpermatic and vaſcular. body, 


Each teſticle is made up of the 1 ar- 5 


tery, the ſpermatic vein, the nutrient veſſel, the 
excretory veſſels, or Tubuli Seminiferi. Theſe 


Tubuli terminate in the Epididymis; the teſti- 


cle likewiſe conſiſts of a yery great, but uncer- 
tain number of Lymphatic, or abſorbent. veſlels; 


derived from the Pelvis of the ads; and. the 


Joins. aa 


In the body of the teſticle ; is ; difoararable * 


firm, whitiſh, compact ſubſtance, termed: by ana- 
tomiſts the Nucleus, or axis of the teſticle. 
This Nucleus, or axis, conſiſts of the Tubuli 
Seminiferi of the teſticle, and thoſe intermediate 
membranes, by means of which theſe Tubuli 
are connected. | jay ae, LN 


The Tubuli Seminiferi, or excretory duft of 


the teſticle terminate in the Epididymis, the Epir 
| didymis 
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Aaymis terminates in the Vas Deferens ; and the 
Vas deferens obliquely terminates in its reſpeCtive 
Veſicula Seminalis, diſcharging its ſtream of Se- 
men into the cells, of winch this receptacle is 
compoſed. 25 
The Epididynies a1 are two wie bodies, as 
the teſtieles are; but the veſſels of the Epididy- 
mes are obſerved to be more conſpicuous than 
thoſe of the teſtiele: The Epididymes, in their 
| ſhape, and form, are oblong; approaching to that 
of a cylinder: they are ſituated pes; the 1885 
nor parts of the teſticles. 1 

To enable us to form an adequate ben of this 
name, which is ſo univerſully beſtowed on the 
appendix of each teſticle; it muſt be remem- 
bered, that by the Greeks the teſticles were 
termed avs ; and from fituation, ' theſe appen- 
were denominated EnvMvop- 

The Epididymis then is a part of the teflicle, 
taking its origin within the body, or fubſtance of 
the teſticle, by many diſtin Tubuli, or excre- 
_ tory ducts; which Tubuli terminate in the Epi- 
didymis, and at length form an r 3 
called Vas Deferens. | 
One extremity of the Erididyala 5 PET 

bly connected to the Teſtis, of which it is a part; 
the other extremity of the — is as firmly 

con- 
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connected to the Vas Deferens: the body gf the 
Epididymis is loofely adherent to the body 


the Teſtis: in thort, the body of the Teſlia, 


the Nucleus, or axis of the Teſtis, the Tubuli 


of the Teſtis, the Epididymis, and the Vas De- 
ferens, are continuations or parts of each other; 
thouglr they ſeem to be of different textures; 


and by anatomiſts have their 3 names and 


reſpective offices aſſigned to chern. rng 
The ufe of the Teſtis, is to LA es {ſeed 
from a ſtream of pure blood that is conveyed to 


it for that purpoſe, by''means' of the ſpertnatic 
artery; which artery is diſcovered general u 
take its origi from the Aorta Deſcendeus Infe- 


rior, a little below the Emulgent, and bet wixt 
the two Meſenteric arteries;-whilft the refluent- 
blood is conveyed back, or returned from the 
teſticle, into the courſe of the circulation by 
means of the correfponding ſpermatie vein; 


though in a different ſtate from what it was when 


carried to the Teſtis: the right Spermatic vein 
generally diſcharging its contents into the Vena 
Cava Deſcendens ; whilſt the left almoſt always; 


diſcharges itſelf into the left emulgent vvin; by 


means of which it eſcapes any inootrrenience 
thay "__ happen ew 2 885 og over FROM ee 


+” Gar 


. Fes 1 


i] The Semen, when ſeparated, is received or 4 | 
A ſorbed by the Tubuli Seminiferi of the teſticle; 
| and through theſe Tubuli the Semen is conveyed, 
bl in a thin and liquid ſtate, to the Epididymis ; 
11 from the Epididynus the Semen is forwarded by 
| the Vas Deferens; through the extremity of 
= which it is obliquely: diſcharged into the cells of 
| the Veſicula Seminalis, where it Fi 4c»: 
F quiresa viſcid confiſtence. | - 
| . The uſe of the Lymphatics is to abſorb the 
Fl thinner-parts of the blood, called Lymph ; and 


A to return the LOG thus . into _ 

1 maſs of venal blood. 

41 The uſe of the nerves is to n a TOY FR 

a gree of ſenſi bility and irritab lity to the Teſtis 
and the Tunica Albuginea. 3 


The uſe of the nutrient veſſel is to give nou» 
riſhment to the Teſtis and Epididymis. ;1 
The anatomy of the Scrotum, of the Tunics 
of the Teſticle, of the. Teſticle itſelf, of the Epi- 
didymis, and of the Vas Deferens, being, I ima- 
$| gine, minutely a deſcribed for, the pur- 
4 poſes of the Surgeon, I proceed to ſpeak of the 
| nature and treatment of ſuch important diſeaſes, 
as theſe parts to me have appeared to be moſt 
liable to; and which require the aid of ſurgery, 
phyſic, a proper regimen in diet, and temporary REO 
reſt * 
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The principal diſeaſes to TR the Scrotum, 
the Tunics of the Teſticles, the Teſticles them- 
ſelves, and the Epididymes, are ſubjected, are, 
an enlargement, inflammation, ſuppuration or 
abſceſs, dropſy, mortification, fiſtulous ulcers, 
calloſities, indurations, and that worſe degree of 
induration termed ſchirrhus, which is ſometimes 
diſpoſed to become cancerous. | 

As theſe diſcaſes are very differently circum- 
ſtanced, different modes of treatment are found 
proper, as well as W for their relief and 
cure. 

If the affection ariſes =: an 1 enlargement or 


A conſiderable inflammation of the Scrotum and 
its contents; and this inflammation does not take 
place at the, criſis or termination of a dangerous 


fever, whether the fever has been of a longer or 
ſhorter duration, nor the inflammation appears to 
be of that duſky or livid compleQion which. in- 
dicates, or at leaſt threatens, a tendency to gan- 
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grene? ſuch method of treatment muſt be pur- | 
ſued as may moſt probably tend to its ſpeedy re- | 
moval by diſcuſſion ; ſuch as copious and occaſi- = 
onally repeated evacuations, by bleeding at the 
arm; by purges, dyſters, or emetics3 by adher- 
ing to an abſtemious liquid diet ; by medicines of 
the cooling kind, or ſuch as may tend to promote 
a moderate and continued perſpiration from the 
whole body ; by a free uſe of acidulated and di- 
luting liquors ; and by anodynes, occaſionally ad- 
miniſtered, for the relief of pain, and the obtaining 
of placidneſs and reſt, This treatment, when far- 
ther aſſiſted by local fomentations every day, once 
or twice made ule of for the ſpace of half an hour, 
or thereabouts, at each time of applying them; 
joined with embrocations of the ſoft, cooling, 
anodyne, and moderately repellent kind; toge- 
ther with cataplaſms, compoſed of ſuch ingre- 
dients as experience teaches us have the like ten- 
l | dency, when continually kept upon the painful 
| |; and enlarged parts; ſuch, for inſtance, as thoſe 
I | made of equal parts of oil and vinegar, mixed 
| with a ſufficient quantity of oatmeal, or linſeed 
1 meal; or cataplaſms of ſtrong- beer grounds and 
oatmeal, to which may very properly be added 
a a {mall quantity of oil, hogs-lard, ointment of 
elder, or butter ; or indeed any other cataplaſm, 
if 
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if more eaſily obtained, that ſhall have the like 
tendency to diſcuſſion. By theſe methods an in- 
flammatory tumor of the Scrotum, and of the 
coats of the Teſticle, as well as of the Teſticle 
itſelf, may almoſt always be footer or later re- 
moved; at the ſame time remembeting the ne- 
ceſſity there generally is of keeping your pa- 
tient in bed; or in keeping him ſtill aud quiet 
upon a couch, with his legs and thighs ſup- 
ported; and even at prefent, and in future, to 
fuſpend the parts in a bag-truſs; and to continue 
this ſuſpenſion for a longer or ſhorter time, as 
occaſion ſhall be found to require: for in diffe- 
rent habits of body, as well as in different de- 
grees of this and other diſcaſes, a greater or leſs 
ſpace of time will be required for effecting our 
intentions, dependent upon a variety of eireum- 
ſtances, which ſeldom can be foreſeen. 

Inflammations and tumors of theſe parts, 
ariſing from venereal cauſes, are attended in many 
inſtances with very acute pain, and a ſympt# 
matic fever; becauſe the inflammation and tu- 
mor originate in the Tunica Albuginea and Teſ- 
ricle itſelf ; and, in general, ſuch attacks are ob- 
ſerved to be very fudden, and quick in their pro- 
greſs, accompanied by a conſiderable enlarge- 


ment, tenſion, and induration of the Teſtis it= 
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nea, which, upon examination, during this ſtate, 
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ſelf, the Epididymis, and the Tunica Albugi- 


ja ſome inftances, appear as one uniform, ſmooth; 
ſhining, and diſtended body, with an inflamed or 
red ſkin; and the infectious and venereal diſ- 
charge, which preceded the tumor, tis found, ei- 
ther in a great meaſure or totally, to diſappear. 

- Sometimes, but not always, the diſcharge from 
the Urethra returns in a much ſlighter or milder 
degree than it firſt appeared to be ; and this, not 


till the inflammation or tumor are in part re- 


moved, or till they almoſt wholly diſappear. In 


theſe affections of the Teſticle and its coverings, 


ariſing from venereal or other cauſes, a degree of 


enlargement and induration of the body of the 
Teſtis and the Epididymis frequently remain ; 
but more frequently of the Epididymis alone, 


even after the inflammation and pain have quite 


ſubſided : for the removal of which, are found 
neceflary the applications of mercurial ointments, 
og mercurial ointments mixed with a proper 
quantity of camphor, uſed by rubbing the parts 
once or twice a day for ſome minutes before 
the fire, in the proportion of half a drachm, or 
one ſcruple, of the Unguentum Cœruleum For- 
tius at each time of uſing it; or, what may an- 
{wer the purpoſe ſtill better, the local applica- 
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tion of an adheſive plaiſter, compoſed of ſoap. 


mercury, and warm gums, ſpread upon thin ſoft 


leather, or rag; which, to thoſe wham ſecrecy : 
and employment render it neceflary, is, I think, 
the moſt eligible as well as the moſt efficacious 
method of the two for diſcuſſing the tumor. 
Theſe methods, when properly purſued, I have 
ſeldom known to fail of ſucceſs: however, ſhould 
they not be found capable of effecting every wiſhed- 
for end; emetics, occaſionally repeated, will be 
found very conducive to this purpoſe. 

If an inflammation and tumor of theſe or 
any other parts of the body ſhould ariſe, at the 
termination of a long and dangerous fever, the 


tumor muſt be conſidered as critical; and thoſe 


methods muſt be purſued, which, from expe- 
rience, we find are' moſt likely to promote the 
formation of matter, by increaſing the ſwelling ; 
ſuch as the Cataplaſma Mature us of the London 
Diſpenſatory ; or a cataplaſm of bread and milk, 
mixed with a ſmall proportion of yellow Baſili- 
con diflolved in it, and applied warm to the part 
affected. All cataplaſms, that are propoſed as 
encouragers of ſuppuration, ſhould be applied as 


warm as can agreeably be admitted of: all cata- 
plaſms that are recommended as diſcutients, may, 


with Propriety, be * n cold. The patient 
muſt 


3 

muſt now be ſupported by a generous diet; and 
thoſe medicines of the cordial kind ſhould be 
adminiſtered at proper intervals, which ex pe- 
rience teaches are moſt likely to conduce to this 
end. Such as the Cortex Peruvianus in ſub- 
ſtance, extract, decoction, or infuſion; the Pul- 
vis Serpent. Virgin, and Pulvis Radicis Contra- 
yervæ, in decoctions, either given alone, or joined 
with the Confect. Cardiaca; occaſionally adding 
opiates to theſe medicines, provided great pain 
and reſtleſſneſs, or a diſpoſition to a Diarrhœa, 
ſhould accompany the progreſs of the tumor: on 
the contrary, if coſtiveneſs of the body ſhould hap- 
pen, occaſional clyſters ought to be adminiſtered, 
or a {mall quantity of Pulvis Rhei, or of the Sal 
Rupilienſis, or of the Tartarus Solubilis, or of 
ſome other gentle purgative, muſt be added to 
each doſe of the cordial medicine, and repeated 
till this inconvenience be removed. 

When the Abſceſs arrives at a ſufficient degree 
of maturity (but not before), which, in general, 
may be diſcovered by ſome or all of the follow- 
ing ſymptoms: to wit, the fize and prominence 
of the ſwelling; the ſoftneſs of the integuments; 
their ſhining red complection; the peeling off of 
the cuticle from the cutis; - the mitigation of 
225 in the part itſelf; an eedomatous appearance 


Ka] 
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of the integuments, upon being preſſed; but 
above all, the fluctuation of matter under the 
fingers, which, by the ſxilful ſurgeon, is moſt 
to be depended upon: then let the tumor be 
boldly and properly apened, by inciſion, on its 
moſt fluctuating and depending part. If the 
tumor be large, and the integuments be thin 
and much diſcoloured, remove an oval piece of 
them, by making your firſt wound in a longi- 
tudinal direction, and approaching to a ſemi- 
circular form, ſo that your patient may not un- 
dergo the pain of more than two inciſions; as 
your ſecond wound, by being made in a direction 
oppoſite to and correſponding with the ficſt in 
ſize and ſhape, will fo effectually anſwer your 
deſign, as probably to render any future operation 
on this occaſion unneceflary; and will, at the 
ſame time, enable you to apply your preſent and 
future dreflings to the bottom of the wound, in 
an eaſy and effectual manner. As ſoon as the 
contents of the tumor are evacuated, fill your 
wound looſely with ſhort pieces of lint, of the 
moſt ſoft and downy kind; and over the whole 
continue your pultice, or apply a pledgit of tow | 
or lint, fpread with ſome emollient ointment; 
the whole of which muſt be retained on the parts 
with a proper bandage. Vout future dreſſings 
99 22145 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be compoſed of the yellow Baſilicon, Lini- 
mentum Arcz1, or any other efficacious digeſtives 
ſpread upon layers of lint; which pledgits may 
be rendered more ſoft, eaſy, and effectual, by 
dipping them in freſh ſallad or linſeed oil, made 
moderately warm. At the end of the two firſt 
days, the dreſſings ought to be renewed twice in 
the twenty-four hours; and this praftice may be 
continued, on account of the quantity or acri- 
mony of the diſcharge, ſo long as may be thought 
neceflary; obſerving to make uſe of an emolli- 
ent fomentation, for the ſpace of a quarter of an 
hour, or a longer time, previous to each dreſſing. 
If the diſcharge from the wound be thin, ſani- 
ous, and corroſive, ſprinkle ſome brandy, Hun- 
gary water, lavender water, or camphorated ſpi- 
rits of wine, upon each fomentation- cloth; and 
if, after the operation, any conſiderable hardneſs 
of the integuments ſhould ſtill remain, continue 
to apply the ſuppurating pultice, at each time of 
drefling, over the pledgits of digeſtive, till ſuch 


hardaeſs be removed. 


% 


The uſe of red port wine, of the Cortex Peruvi- 
anus alone, or the Cortex joined with the Pulvis 
Radic. Serpent. Virginianæ, or a ſtrong decoction 
of the powder of Serpentary and Contrayerva, with 
or without the Confect. 4 as well as the 
: Spiritus 


e 
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Spiritus Vitrioli Tenuis, mixed in proper quantities 
in ſome dilating liquor, and adminiſtered as com- 
mon drink, and repeated at proper intervals, will 
generally be found ſingularly ſerviceable in ſup- 
porting the patient's ſtrength, and will often be 
found deſirable to alter the quality and quantity 
of the diſcharge. | 
If the tumor ſhould have been negletted, and 
the Abſceſs of the Scrotum has been not only 
left to break of itſelf, but the wound is ſo cir- 
cumſtanced as to commumicate with the Urethra, 
the external ſores are generally ſmall and ſinuous, - 
the lips of the wound at length grow callous, 
the diſcharge is thin, great, and almoſt continual, 
and the urine will in à greater or leſs degree 
eſcape through the external wound at the times 
of making water; whilſt it will, in part, hke- 
wiſe inſinuate itſelf into the cellular membranes 
of the Serotum and its neighbouring parts, and 
be therein retarded and -confined ; from whence 
ariſe many and great inconveniencies, that can» 
not be removed till the {orifice made through the 
Urethra is healed : which often may be traced to 
be the original ſource of the whole miſchief; 
whilſt at other times it ſhall happen in conſe- 
quence of an Abſceſs taking its riſe within the 
cellular membrane, near to the Urethra, or in 
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the Corpus Cavernoſum Urethræ itſelf. In the 
firſt mſtahce, an obſtruction in the paſſage may 
almoſt always be diſcovered by the introduction 
of a bougie into the Urethra ; in the ſecond in- 
ſtance, I have obſerved; that ſometimes, nay 
very often, little or no fuch. obſtructiùn exiſts : 
which circumſtance renders the futute tnauage- 
ment of the uleers mote. eaſy) than, when ob- 
ſtructions in the Urethra, genetally, though not 


always, ariſing from venereal cauſes, give riſe to 


the complaint; the judicious introduction and 
uſe of bbugies, made of a proper compoſition, 


ſtze, and ſtiffneſs, joined with mercurial frictions, 


applied neſr to, or immediately upon the diſ- 
eaſed parts in proper quantities, at proper inter- 
vals, and continued for a due length. of time, 


joined with ſoft oily purges, occafionally admi - 


niſtered, and ſoft diluting drinks, will often ren- 
der every fevere operation unneceſſary; though 


the circumſtances attendant upon the chmplaint 


be of a bad and complicated kind. 
In regard to fiſtulous ſores; calloſities, enlarge 


ments, and diſtentiors of theſe: parts; it is worth 
rememberiug, that although the diſeaſe ſhould 


appear to be not confiried to the Scrotum, but 
chat it extends to the Petinꝛeum and Nates, and 


mow be many external aca throligh ' 


the 
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1 } 
the integuments of theſe parts; yet there ſhall, 
in ſome inſtances, be diſcoverable only one open- 
ing into the Uretha; to remove which ſhould 
be the primary attempt of the ſurgeon, as the 
cure of the whole very much, if not altogether, 
depends upon this vory circumſtance; and of this 
be aſſured; that the permanency of the cute of 
every wound, however circumſtanced, depends 


upan the ſoundneſs and firmneſs of its founda- 


tion or bottom. | 
If the Suppuration or Abſceſs be formed in the 
body of the Teſtis, a ſimple. inciſion made with 
the point of à launcet, on the moſt. l 
and ſoft part of the tumor, will generally be ſu 
ficient ; or the Abſceſs may be permitted to break 
of itſelf; obſerving, at all times, to dreſs the 


wound in the moſt ſuperficial manner, and to 


continue an emollient and ſuppurating cataplaſm, 
as long as may be thought adviſeable, for the re- 
moval of the ſwelling and iN hardneſs of 
the part affectet. 
Abceſſes of the body of the Teſtis very ſeldom 
ariſe from venereal complaints, when they ace 
properly treated; nor is this often the conſe- 
quence, even when à tumor of the Teſtis 
happens from a fever accompanied by venereal 
IniaRtion ; but as ſuppurations of the Teſtis are 
C 4 ſometimes 


: 3 15 
ſometimes the conſequence of this, and other 
cauſes, it behozes us to be circumſpe@, and 
to act with caution and propriety. On the con- 
trary, if the diſeaſe be of the gangrenous ſpecies, 
we muſt have immediate recourſe to local appli- 
cations of the antiſeptic kind; ſuch as aromatic 
and ſpirituous fomentations, repeated twice a 
day; the Cataplaſm è Cymino, ſufficiently large 
to cover the whole diſeaſed part; ſcarifications or 
punctures made deep enough to evacuate the con- 
fined air, as well as the thin, acrimonious, and ex- 
travaſated fluid, that is ſometimes known to be 
pent up in the cellular membranes; theſe ſcarifi- 
cations muſt be dreſſed with warm ointments and 
dils of a ſufficiently deterſive and ſtimulating kind. 
The patient muſt be allowed wine in his common 
drinks; the Cottex and Serpentary, mixed in a cor- 
dial julep, muſt be adminiſtered in proper doſes, 
every third, fourth, fifth, or ſixth hour, as occafion 
may require; and if the patient be faint and lan- 
guid, one or more bliſters ought immediately to 
be applied, and to be occaſionally repeated; ob- 
ſerving at the ſame time, to keep the bowels in a 
proper ſtate ; and under theſe circumſtances to be 
particularly careful in preventing too great a ten- 
dency tq a laxneſs of bowels, or in reſtraining a 
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Diarrhœa, when that ſymptom ſhall be ww jc 
to come on; as A flux in weak and red = © 
bits of body is likely to be immediately * u 
tire of worſe effects than are likely to happen 
m coſtiveneſs. 
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* Tus. ; HYDROPS SCROTALIS, 
OR ANASARCA OF THE SCROTUM 


HEN a tumor is formed by a 88. 
of extravaſated lymph, depoſited, and 
become ſtagnant in the numerous cavities of the 
cellular membranes of the Scrotum; or a collec- 
tion of extravaſated lymph lies cloſely confined 
in the cavity of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis; ſuch 
a diſeaſed ſtate and watery enlargement of theſe 
parts may, with propriety, be treated of under 
the Greek denomination 1h or under ei- 
ther of the Latin terms Hydrops Scrotalis, or 
Hernia Aquoſa ; however, it muſt be remembered, 
that from cuſtom the term Hydrocele is almoſt 
univerſally confined to the laſt kind of ſwelling, 
though certainly without any great propriety, as 
this Greek word, from its etymology, is ſufficiently 
known to expreſs a watery tumor ; whether it be 
of the Scrotum ; of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, 
or of any other part of the body whatſoever. 
Celſus, in his chapter entitled de Teſticulorum 


Natura & Morbis, Liber Septimus, Cap. xviii, ob- 
ſerves that there are two ſpecies of this diſeaſe : 
| and 


— 


(a7 Y 
and on this occaſion Celſus: expreſſes himmſelf in 
the following words; Iutegris vero Membranis 
interdum eam partem humor diſtendit: atque 
ejus quoque duæ ſpecies ſunt. Nam vel inter 
Tunicas 1s increſcit, vel in Membranis, &c. Græci 
communi nomine, quicquid eſt, yuyay appellant. 
To the ſagacity of Celſus therefore for this « gon- 
eiſe, and plain diviſion, or diſtinction of thg Hy- 


drocele into two. kinds only, we are indebted ; 


and not to the obiervation of Mr. S. Sharpe, or 
any modern author in ſurgery. 

The dropſy of the Membrana Cellularis, other- 
wiſe termed Hydrops Scrotalis, is really known 
to. the experienced ſurgeon, , and by him eaſily 
tliſtinguiſhed from. the Hydrocele of the. Tunica 
Vaginalis Teſtis, by the e een Fd 
appearances. 

When a enn 3 of . 
lymph is depoſited and confined in the 
the Tela Celluloſa, or Membrana Cellularis 
the Serotum generally becomes uniformly, en: 
larged. The teſticles cannot be felt, and —— 


common integuments appear thickened, diſtended, 


pile, ſhining, and poliſhed; unleſs the ſkm be 
inflamed ; then the part becomes red. The Pe: 
nis often partakes of the like appearances ; and 


that member becomes u clongateg, - 
and, 
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( 28 J 
and enlarged by the diſeaſe. Upon preſſure, the 
tumor feels ſoft, the integuments aſſume a dow- 
Hke or œdematous appearance, and for ſome 
little time afterwards there remains a depreſſion 
or cavity on the part that was preſſed upon. 
In general, this affection of the Scrotum is far 
from being a local malady ; the body, the limbs, 
and the face, partake of the diſeaſe: at the ſame 
time the whole conſtitution appears to be much 
impaired thereby; ſo that the great and perma- 
nent relief, which is to be afforded the patient, 
who labours under this affliction, muſt be ex- 
pected from a proper regimen in diet, from gentle 
exerciſe, and from proper internal medicines, 
rather than from manual N rs and topical 
applications. | 
But ſince, from experience, we know, that in 
this diſeaſe the integuments are often very much 
put upon the ſtretch, and that they are ſome- 
times attended with great pain and conſiderable 
inconvenience in making water, occaſioned by 
the Prepuce of the Penis obſtructing the extre- 
mity of the Urethra, from the diſtenſion, from 
the ſpiral form, and from the elongation of its 
integuments that under ſuch circumſtances, 
ſcarifications or punctures, made ſufficiently deep 
to penetrate the fibres of the Dartos muſcle of 
20s the 
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the Sctotum and the cellular membrane of the 
Penis itſelf, are thought adviſeable: it then be- 
comes the province of the ſurgeon ; whoſe bu- 
ſineſs, upon theſe occaſions, is to uſe his beſt en- 
deavours to promote a temporary diſcharge of 
lymph; and by theſe means to afford the pa- 
tient that relief from pain, which proper topical 
remedies are ſometimes found capable of effect- 
ing. To anſwer theſe purpoſes therefore, in the 
firſt inſtance, it may be proper to obſerve, that 
all aſtringent fomentations, irritating ointments, 
{pirituous applications, and ſtimulating aromatic 
cataplaſms, ſhould be avoided : fince ſuch appli- 
cations are not only diſpoſed. to encreaſe pain, 
but in ſome meaſure are diſpoſed too ſuddenly to 

harden and contract the mouths of the divided 
lymphatics; and by theſe means to prevent a 
freedom, and continuance of that diſcharge of 
lymph, which the operations were intended to 
promote: ſuch applications then muſt be deſiſted 
from, till the parts are obſerved to grow flaccid, 
and have in part, or almoſt wholly, ſubſided; or 
till the integuments have aſſumed a duſky or li- 
vid complection: ſoon after which laſt ſymptoms, 
a mortification often ſucceeds; or the diſcharge 
. from the wounds, when a mortification does. not 
take place, becomes great in  Auantitys as well as 


* 5 putrid, 


( 39 ] 
putrid, corroſive, and offenſive in qualley, by 


changing i its original mild, ſoft, inoffenſive, and 
gelatinous nature, to a thin acrimonious Sanies. 
This we obferve to be ſometimes the «caſe, in 
thoſe uncommon habits of body that are ſuffici- 
ently ſtrong to ſurvive ſuch ſevere attacks as 1 
have deſcribed, and to terminate in this moſt de- 
ſirable manner of the two. 
On the contrary therefore, after making inci- 
ſions or ſcarifications or punctures of a ſufficient 
depth through the ſwollen integuments, let fo- 
mentations of the moſt emollient kind be ap- 
plied to the wounds and their neighbouring . 
FTheſe fomentations may be compoſed of cow's 
milk, made ſufficiently hot for the purpoſe; or 
they may be compoſed of equal parts of hot pearl- 
barley-water and milk; or of equal parrs of com- 
mon ſoft water and milk; or of a decoction of 
bran, oatmeal, marſh-mallow leaves, or poppy 
| heads, prepared in water; let your dreſſings be 
pledgits of lint, dipped in warm ſweet oil, or warm 
Bnſeed oil; or ſuch pledgits may, firſt of all, be 
thinly ſpread with Bafilicon Flavum, Linimen- 
tum Arcæi, or any other ſuch-like digeſtive 
* ointment, before they are dipped in oil. Over 
the pledgits apply a ſoft cataplaſm of bread and 
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© with, made warm, and mixed with a ſufficient 
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quantity of Unguentum Florum Sambuci, 
Oleum Olivarum, or Oleum Lini, or freſh hog's 
lard, to render the pultice moiſt, and to preſerve 
it in that ſtate; or, inſtead of this kind of cata- 
plaſm, . apply that which may be compoſed of 
freſh linſeed meal and warm water, as being, in 
its nature, the more maiſt of the two. Qcea- 
ſionally repeat theſe cataplaſms, | and continue 
them for as long a time as 8 may be hund neceſ- 
ſary. 

In theſe e it ſometinres happens, 
that, upon a,general ſuppuration of the ,parts 
coming on, the whole integuments are obſerved 
gradually to grow looſe, and to ſlough away; 
in conſequence of which, the Tunica Vaginalis 
Teſtis becomes quite bare and expoſed. . Some 


inſtances, indeed, I have feen, where he mie, 5 gi 


Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis inſelf, as well as the 
parts compoſing the Scrotum, have been de 
ſtroyed, leaving the Tunica Albuginea quite bare 
and expoſed, without bringing on any oy 


nary pain, or 1 like From fuch expoſure of 
this part. 


( 32 ] 


Or Tre HYDROCELE or rut 
TUNICA VAGINALIS TESTIS. 


* 


The Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis is an 
enlargement of the Scrotum, on that ſide of its 
Raphe where the diſtenſion takes place, ſuppoſing 
the attack to be in one Tunic only; but ſince it 
ſometimes happens that the Tunica Vaginalis of 
each Teſticle is at the ſame time diſeaſed, and 
pretty nearly in the ſame degree too, under ſuch 
circumſtances the enlargement of the Scrotum 
becomes general and uniform, puting on the 
appearance of one tumor only; though, in fact, 
it be made up of two diſtin tumors: the cavity 
of the Tunica Vaginalis of one Teſtis having no 
communication with the cavity of the Tunica 
Vaginalis of the other. In different people, and 
owing to different cauſes, theſe tumors are known 
to be very different in their ſhape and ſize. 

The ſize of the tumor, in general, almoſt alto- 
gether depends upon the quantity of extrava- 
ſated fluid that is depoſited in the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis Teſtis, but not always; ſince it ſometimes 
happens that the Scrotum and Tunica Vaginalis 

are 


Ferne 


( 33 J 
are at the ſame time much thickened ; whilſt 
at other times, though. no diſeaſe of the inte- 
guments exiſt, yet there ſhall be a præterna- 
tural enlargement of the body of the Teſtis and 
of the Epididymis ; when the diſeaſe is accompa- 
nied with a præternatural thickening of the Scro- 
tum, that circumſtance is eaſily diſcoverable; 
and the contained fluid is often turbid, or diſco- 
loured; but an enlargement of the Teſtis is 
not always ſo eaſy to be known, till the water 
in which it is immerſed is let out. The 
greater the quantity of extravaſated ſerum or 
lymph there is in the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, 
the more difficult it will be to aſcettain * the 
ſtate the Teſticle is in; the ſmaller the quantity 
of ſerum, the more eaſy it will be to judge of 
this important fact; which is a matter very 
eaſy to be conceived of. However, from the 
multiplicity of caſes of this kind which I have 
attended to, I have obſerved, that when the 
Teſticle is enlarged, and that enlargement proves 
to be of the cancerous kind, the extravaſated 
fluid is ſeldom depoſited in any great quantity 
in the Tunica Vaginalis; and that, upon the 
confined fluid being evacuated, it has almoſt 
always appeared bloody. In ſuch caſes, it is 
perhaps needleſs: to ſay that the radical cure 
| — | 8 
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! 
of the Hydrocele ought never to be attempted; 
as ſuch part of the tumor ariſing from extrava- 


ſation is a flight ſymptom only of a more ſerious 


complaint, which does not admit of being cured, 
or even relieved, by an operation performed on 
its coats; but, on the contrary, the diſeaſed 
Teſtis will probably 'be greatly aggravated, by 
having recourſe to ſuch ſevere and improper 
methods. When the enlargement of the Teſtis 
proceeds merely from relaxation, and neither is 
of the ſchirrous nor cancerous tribe, (inſtances 
of which are not uncommon,) the fluid will 
often, under ſuch circumſtances, be found in 
great abundance: and ſeldom of the bloody 
or turbid kind, as in the ſchirrous or cancerous 
Teſtis. a 

The mere evacuation of the lymph with the 
point of a launcet, previous to a determina- 


tion upon the performance of any operation of a 


more ſerious, hazardous, and painful nature, 
upon theſe parts, may always be done with the 


utmoſt ſafety and propriety; even ſuppoſing 


the enlargment of the Teſtis to be of the worſt 


kind: and, as a direction or guide to us, it will 


always be adviſeable to puncture the part, when 


there: is the leaſt reaſon to doubt of the diſeaſed 


ſtate of the Teſtis itſelf, previous to a procedure 
NE Tn to 


F © 
to caſtration, or even to the radical operation 
for the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis 
Teſtis. | 
The Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis is a 
diſeaſe, from which no male ſubject of any age 


or climate appears, by nature, to be ſecured: 


but in the ſouthern or warm climates, I think, 
this diſeaſe ſeems to prevail more frequently 
than it does in the northern or colder regions; 
though it is certainly a diſeaſe very common to 
the natives and inhabitants of England. 

From the Welt India Iflands I have been 
conſulted by a variety of patients, who have 
been . afflicted with this ſpecies of tumor; 
which notwithſtanding I have ſometimes ob- 
ſerved to be much leſſened, and relieved, by a 


mere change of climate; yet that relief has 


only been temporary: the tumor almoſt al- 
ways recurring, and increaſing to its uſual 
ſize, and in a ſhort time too, after their re- 
turn to a hot climate, This, indeed, may rea- 
ſonably be expeQed to be the caſe, ſo long as 
thoſe lymphatics, which are the ſeat of the diſ- 
order, ſhall continue in that præternaturally re- 
laxed or diſeaſed ſtate which they have once 
acquired; and, for this obvious reaſon, will 
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ſooner or later be made liable to a ſimilar affec- 
tion, from a ſimilar cauſe. 

In young children I have many times effec- 
tually removed this complaint, without manual 
operation : purges, repeated at proper intervals, 
and local applications of a gently ſtimulating 
and aſtringent kind, have, in many inſtances, 
ſucceeded to my wiſhes ; but, in adults, the like 
experiments have hitherto always proved unſuc- 
ceſsful. 

The Hydrocele, when it proceeds from a 
mere weakneſs and relaxation of the lympha- 
tics of the Tunica Vapinalis (and perhaps ſome- 
times too of the Tunica Albuginea,) is a diſ- 
eaſe, I believe, that ſeldom ſuddenly arrives at 
ſo great a ſize as to prove inconvenient or pain- 
ful; on the contrary, the tumor is at firſt ſmall, 
and it gradually increaſes: but when the ex- 
travaſation is occaſioned by a ſudden rupture 
of the veſſels of this Tunic, or from a ſevere 
and painful inflammation of that membrane and 
of the Teſtis itſelf, the tumor is ſometimes 


obſerved very ſuddenly to come on; though, 


it muſt be confeſſed, that, from the latter cauſe, 
this is not often the caſe. However, as I have 


very lately been adviſed with in the inſtance of 


a young gentleman, ſeverely afflicted with a 
venereal 


4 MF 
venereal Hernia Humoralis of one Teſtis; in 
the Tunica Vaginalis of which was evidently 
contained a conſiderable quantity. of extravaſa- 
ted lymph, of a tranſparent kind; which I eva» 
cuated upon the ſpot, * with a launcet, to the 
quantity of five or fix ounces, and thereby pro- 
cured a conſiderable relief; I am convinced that 
a painful and preternatural ſtimulus, affecting 
the Teſticle and its 'Tunics, does ſometimes, on 
a ſudden, produce too great a ſecretion and ſtag- 
nation of the lymph; aud by this means the 
Hydrocele is capable of being, in a very ſhort 
time, brought on to an inconvenient and painful 
depres. 2 

The patient, in this ſtate, was accompanied 
by his ſurgeon to London, at the diſtance of 
about ſixteen or ſeventeen miles, for my aſſiſ- 
tance; who, upon the delivery of my opinion, 
aſſured me, that, on the day before he came to 
me, there was not the leaſt appearance of ſuch 
extravaſation in the Tunic. The tumor now 
was large, and the patient was feveriſh. The 
Integuments, the Teſticle, and the Epididymis, 
were conſiderably inflamed ; and the two latter 
were very hard, and much enlarged; the Scro- 
tum and the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, from 
their ſudden diſtenſion, appeared much thinner 
D 3 than 
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than in their natural ſtate, or than J ever in 
manhood obſerved it to be, when the tumor 
comes flowly on. In this inſtance, the Scro- 
tum and Tunica Vaginalis were perfectly tranſ- 
parent, and couſiderably elevated on their ante- 
rior and inferior parts; and they reſembled a 
bladder filled, and diſtended with clear water: 
the Teſticle and Epididymis preſerved their na- 
tural ſituation; that is, they were fixed behind 
to the Tunica Vaginalis, and by theſe means 
were kept at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
forepart of the diſtended Tunic : the patient was 
much reheved by the operation, and in a few 
hours afterwards he returned home. 

Suppoſing this ſhort hiſtory of the caſe to = 
have been fairly repreſented by the ſurgeon, as 3 
| I verily believe it was; we may, from this and 
| other examples of the like kind, infer, that 
|; ſudden inflammations of membranous parts, oc- 

{|  caſioning much irritation, are ſometimes produc- 
11 tive of more ſpeedy effects of the like kind, 
in this as well as in other parts of the bod y, 
1 than ſeems readily to have been conceived of 3 5 
and that a ſimple operation, opportunely per- 
formed under ſuch circumſtances, and in ſimi. 
{ Ilir caſes, may probably prove more ſucceſsful 
9 than it is generally experienced to be, when 
the 
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the complaint is differently circumſtanced ; that 
is, when the tumor advances flowly, and has not 
been preceded and accompanied by inflamma- 
tion. 4 Hes 

The cavities of the Thorax, the cavity of the 
Pericardium, the cavity of the Abdomen, and 
the cavity of. the Cranium, being lined with 
membranes of a compoſition reſembling the 
Tunica Vaginalis; and theſe membranes being 
furniſhed with ſerous arteries, for the ſame 
purpoſes as the Tunica Vagiualis Teſtis is, are 
undoubtedly at times ſuddenly attacked with 
conſiderable extravaſations, proving more or leſs 
inconvenient and dangerous to the afflicted; 
and in a degree proportional to the violence of 
the attack, as well as to the importance of the 
part itſelf. Theſe diſeaſes, when {ſufficiently 
known and comprehended, by peculiar ſigns, 
that are obſerved to diſtinguiſh the complaint, 
do often admit of conſiderable relief, and ſome- 
times of an effectual cure, from manual opera- 

tions; as we fee and experience in the courſe 
of an unlimited and extenſive practice. 

To enable the unexperienced, with a degree 
of certainty, to know and diſtinguiſh the Hy- 
drocele of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis from 
every other ſpecies of tumor incident to theſe 
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parts, there are certain rules preſeribed by au- 
thors who have written on this ſubject; the 
moſt remarkable of which I will here repeat, 
and conſider of; obſerving, at the ſame time, in 
what reſpect they may by the experienced be 
diſcovered from each other to differ. 

In the Hydrocele proceeding from relaxation, 
or from perhaps a rupture of ſome few of the 
adducing lymphatic veſſels of the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis Teſtis, the tumor at firſt is very ſmall, be- 
ing not at all inconvenient, or troubleſome dur- 
ing ſuch a mild ſtate of the diſeaſe; in ſome con- 
ſtitutions its encreaſe is very ſlow; many years 
elapling from the origin of it, before it arrives 
at ſuch a ſize as to be offenſive or troubleſome ; 
whilſt in other conſtitutions, or where many 
lymphatics of the adducent, or abducent claſs 
are impaired, and the circulation 1s by theſe 
means interrupted, the ſwelling encreaſes very 
faſt ; and becomes in a few months ſo large, as 
to oblige the afflicted to ſeek for relief from ſur- 
gery. 

The ſwelling is generally deſcribed as being 
free from pain; and that there is not any in- 
convenience attending it, but ſuch as proceeds 
from its ſize and weight: this freedom from 


pain 
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pain may reaſonably be accounted for, not merely 
fiom a want of ſenſibility in the Tunics of the 
Teſtis, and the Scrotum; but from the gra- 
dual diſtenfion which they have undergone, as 
well as from the gradual prefſure which the 
Tunica Albuginea has ſuſtained, and their be- 
ing quite free from inflammation at the ſame 
time ; but when it happens that this diſeaſe is 
ſuddenly brought on, and that an inflammation 
and irritation have preceded, and attended - the | 
complaint, the circumſtances are greatly altered ; 1 
and with this alteration of circumſtances, there = 
muſt be an alteration of ſymptoms; ſo that 
ſpeedy aſſiſtance will be found neceſſary from 
general, as well as from topical remedies: as 

. was the caſe in the inſtance of the young. gentle- 
man already deſcribed; to whoſe hiſtory we 
muſt refer for a confirmation of the reaſonable» 
neſs of ſuch practice; as well as the favourable 
reſult of it. 

In the Hydrocele, the Teſtis i is ſaid to . 
cealed from the touch; this may ſometimes 
poſſibly be the caſe; but it will not often prove 
ſo to the man of experience, who is perfectly ac- 
quainted with the natural, and exact ſituation of 
the Teſtis, agreeably to the deſcription already 
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given in the anatomy of the part, to which, if 
neceflary, reference may be had, 

In the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis, the 
Penis is ſometimes contracted, or drawn inwards, 
as has been by many obſerved; inſtances of which 
I have ſeveral times ſeen; and to ſo great a de- 
gree, as effectually to bury the Penis, leaving 
hardly any veſtige of its exiſtence; when this 
is the caſe, great inconveniences in making wa- 
ter are found to ariſe, attended with an excori- 
ation of the Scrotum; added to this, the man is, 
during this ſtate of the tumor, rendered incapable 
of procreation. 

This tumor is farther obſerved to be diſtin- 
guiſhable from an Hernia Scrotalis, or in other 
words from a deſcent of a part of the Omen- 
tum, or the inteſtine, or part of both theſe Viſ- 
cera together, into the Scrotum ; becauſe in the 
Hernia Scrotalis, the Teſticle may always be 
felt; which is not always to be done in the 
Hydrocele ; but certainly a more obvious and 
eaſy rule may be laid down on this occaſion 


than the preceding, by ſaying that in the Hy- 


drocele, the tumor can never be made. to diſap- 
pear by any poſition of the body, or preflure 
by the fingers and hand; whereas in the Her- 


nia 
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nia Scrotalis, unleſs. it be adherent, or incarce- 
rated, the tumor may be made to diſappear by 
a favourable and horizontal poſition of the body, 
aſſiſted by a gentle preſſure on the tumor; at the 
fame time directing your patient to inſpire freely 
and forcibly, which will facilitate the return of 
the prolapſed parts. 

The Hydrocele, by ſome it is ſaid, cannot be 
always readily diſtinguiſhed from a ſchirrhus of 
the Teſticle, ſince it is obſerved that many have 
been deceived in tumors of this kind : but, with 
proper care and attention, an experienced ſur- 
geon, I think, may always have it in his 
power to diſcriminate betwixt the one and the 
other : becauſe in the Hydrocele there always 
is a greater or leſs quantity of fluid that makes 
the ſwelling; which, on being preſſed upon, 
recedes, or gives way, ſo long as the preſſure 
is continued on the Scrotum : whereas in the 
cancerous Teſtis there is no fluid, except a 
very ſmall quantity which is ſometimes diſeo- 
verable in the centre of the Teſtis upon diſſee- 
tion, ſubſequent to caſtration: in caſes of this 
kind, a ſtony reſiſtance is made to the touch; 
and it does by no means yield, or give way to 
the fingers when Ive upon, as che Hydro- 
cele does. 
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In the Hydrocele, the fluid is ſometimes ap- 
parent from the thinneſs and diſtenſion of the 
Scrotum and Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis; as well 
as from the limpidneſs of the ſerum, by holding 
a candle on the fide of the Scrotum oppoſite to 
that upon which you look; and ſometimes too, 
from common day-light this is evident without 
the aſſiſtance of a lighted candle; but it is very 
far from always being ſo, as repeated experience 
evinces. 

The leaſt præternatural degree of thickneſs 
on the Scrotum is ſufficient to obliterate the 
tranſparency of the ſwelling; fo is a turbid, 
bloody, clay-coloured, or coffee-coloured kind of 
lymph, capable of producing the ſame effect. 

The fluctuation then in the tumor is the grand 
criterion by which the ſurgeon muſt be deter- 
mined ; and I may venture to add, that a ſkilful 


ſurgeon, in this point, will very ſeldom err: but 


it muſt at the ſame time be confeſſed, that this 
accuracy of touch ſo much depends upon re- 
peated practice and obſervation, that, without 
ſuch advantages have been previouſly obtained, 
no certain judgment in difficult caſes can be 
given ; how therefore verbally to deliver ſuch an 
opinion, or to lay down ſuch rules as ſhall be ca- 
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1 
pable of ſufficiently inſtructing the unexperienced, 
is a taſk ſo difficult as to require more abilities, I 
am convinced, than I pretend to be poſſeſſed of. 

From repeated operations performed on the 
Scrotum, for the deſign of giving a temporary 
relief in the Hydrocele, I have known the inte- 
guments and Tunica Vaginalis at length acquire 
ſo great a degree of thickneſs, as to render the 
diſcovery of a fluid very difficult; and at length 
the beſt rule I had to guide me was, my being 
uſed to attend the individuals, before theſe alte- 
rations or changes in the parts were brought on; 
which were gradual. 

A Gentleman of my acquaintance, much ad- 
vanced in years, has at different periods been 
tapped by me for an Hydrocele about thirty 
times ſince the year 1752: at firſt the parts ap- 
peared in their natural ſtate, ſo that there was no 
difficulty attending the diſcovery of a fluctuation, 
within the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis : but of late 
the parts have acquired a conſiderable degree of 
thickneſs ; and from this cauſe, as well as from 


the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis 


being complicated with a conſiderable Hernia 
Inteſtinalis Scrotalis of the adherent kind, the 
diſcovery of a fluid is now rendered far from be- 
ing ſo obvious as at firſt: but at the ſame time 
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be it remembered, that the tumor in its moſt en- 
larged and diſtended ſtate, is not accompanied with 
that firm and ſtony hardneſs, as there appears to 
be in tumors of the Teſtis, proceeding from a 
{chirrhus, or cancer ; nor 1s the Scrotum in any 
part become callous, 

The upper extent, or limits of the tumor, 
formed by an Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis 
Teſtis, is by ſome mentioned as almoſt a certain 
criterion by which we may diſcriminate betwixt 
an Hernia Scrotalis, and an Hydrocele. This, it 
mult be confeſſed, is generally the caſe ; but it 
really is not always ſo: for in many inſtances, 
the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis will be found, by 
the preſſure ariſing from the contained fluid, to 
form a tumor as high up as the Abdomen: 
where a perforation is naturally formed in the ten- 
dinous expanſion of the Obliquus Deſcendens 
muſcle, for the tranſmiſſion of the ſpermatic 
chord; in which reſpect it bears a reſemblance 
to the upper part of the tumor formed in con- 
ſequence of an Hernia Scrotalis. 

Again it will be found, that the tranſparen- 


cy of the tumor is a fallible ſign; I mean in 


young children; for in many inſtances I have 


obſerved an Hernia Scrotalis in ſuch ſubjects, 


to be quite tranſparent; aſſuming very much 
e the 


[48-1 
the appearance of a watery ſwelling ; and I have 
known, and ſeen men of experience miſled in 
ſuch caſes :. to which miſtakes we ſhould ſtill 
be rendered oftener liable, had we not more 
certain tokens to diſtinguiſh by, than ſuck a 
tranſparency of parts, . 


A judicious ſurgeon, and a man of conſidera» 


ble experience in his profeſſion, I once ſaw punc- 
ture the Scrotum of 'a child which was brought 
to him for his opinion, upon a preſumption that 
it was an Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis ; 


but the caſe proved an Hernia Congenita of the 


Omentum: a part of which thin, tender, and 
tranſparent body immediately made its appear- 


ance through the punctured part of the Scrotum: 


ſeeing this, the ſurgeon proceeded to the dilata- 
tion of the wound ; and without making any li- 
gature upon the part, ſo much of the prolapſed 
Omentum was cut off as appeared : the child felt 
no inconvenience from this lucky miſtake; for 


he did perfectly well, witnout a fingle unfavour- 


able ſymptom that followed the operation, 
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R E M A R K. 


For the temporary relief of ſome, and for the 
effectual cure of others, who are attacked with 
fo troubleſome and irkſome a complaint as the 
_ Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis is by 
many experienced to be; there are by ſurgeons 
two modes of operating propoſed, and put in 
practice; and for different purpoſes: the firſt is 
termed the palliative method, the ſecond the ra- 
dical method of treating the diſeaſe. 

The palliative method of operating is very « ex- 
peditious ; in its mode it is. perfectly ſimple: 
its nature it is almoſt void of pain: and in 4 8 
ral it requires little or no confinement; but the 
diſeaſe almoſt always returns, and occaſionally 
demands a repetition of the like operation; this 
mode of treatment requires little or no con- 
finement, or any other application than a ſu- 
perficial dreſſing to the punctured part of the 
Scrotum, and a bag truſs to ſuſpend the parts 
withal : the conſequences that follow the radi- 
cal method of operating, eſſentially differ from 
the palliative; for this operation cannot be ſuc- 
ceſsfully done, without it be followed by ſome 
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pain, and a certain degree of inflammation; 
which degree of pain and inflammation is always 
ſucceeded by a greater or leſs degree of a fymp-- 


tomatic fever; proportional to the violence of 
pain the patient endures, and the ſuddeneſs and 
extenſiveneſs of the inflammation that attacks 
the Scrotum, as well as the Tunics of the Teſti- 
cle, the Teſticle itſelf, and the Epididymis. In 
conſequence of fuch inflammation, there enſues 
a temporary enlargement, a temporary diſtention, 
and a temporary induration of theſe ſeveral 
parts; which ſymptoms continue to encreaſe till 
a ſuppuration comes on; and they even remain 
till ſuch ſuppuration is pretty conſiderably ad- 
vanced; when. all that was at firſt painful, dif- 
agreeable, and irkſome to the patient, gradually 
diminiſhes; and continues ſo to do, till, by the 
mitigation of the inflammation and the removal 
of the tenſion, the parts ſubſide, and at length 
are thus nearly reſtored to their original 
ſtate; with this difference, that a compleat ad- 
heſion of the Tunica Vaginalis and Albuginea 
take place: and by this means the natural 


cavity of the Tunica Vaginalis is obliterated. 


The Scrotum ſtill preſerves its natural flaccidity 


and capacity of moving on the Tunica Vaginalis 


Teſtis: altho' the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, and 


* Tunica 


„ wen IE '' — — Pre * — 


= -A 9 — 4 * 1 
. — *. pu Fo >, 
| \ 2 
714 * * — 


6 0 MS. 
me * 2 — 
— 


„ 
r 3 
— —v— 


99% wa. 
"———_— A 9. 0 * 1 f — P $ = AS 
* — —— — — — — An. — — —äü4—E——6 —— —— 
* 
* 


= — 
* A . 


© 


ot, — 


D den we RE 


— 1906 is 3 4 
E N 
. 


0, HEN 


» * 
_ 4 1 N 


Lt e ! 
Tunica Albuginea are by their Adheſion to each 
other deprived of this power. Theſe changes, 
are gradually and commodiouſly brought about 
by a quiet horizontal poſition of the body and 
limbs, by an abſtemious liquid diet, by cooling 
medicines, by opiates, and by evacuations. from 
bleeding, clyſters, and purges, joined with topi- 
cal emollient fomentations, ſuperficial, mild, di- 
geſtive ointments, and ſoft relaxing cataplaſms, 
repeated, and continued, for a greater, or leſs 
length of time, as occaſion may be found to require. 


Or TRE PALLIATIVEMETHOD 
or OPERATING on TuEr 
HYDROCELE. ' 


After placing your patient oppoſite to the 
kght, on a chair of a convenient height, or on 
the fide of his bed or couch ; or rather by mak- 
ing him ftand in an erect poſition, as being moſt 
convenient; firſt obſerve, gently to embrace the 
ſuperior part of the Scrotum, with one hand; 
then' with an impoſthume launcet held in the 
other hand, ſuddenly puncture the tumor on its 
moſt thin, fluctuating, prominent, or depending 
part: continue to embrace and gently to com- 
* the Scrotum as at firſt, till the diſcharge 
| quite 
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quite ceaſes, or begins to ceaſe; when this hap- 'S 
pens, let the part quite looſe, and you will ſel- 8 | 
dom fail of evacuating the contents of the tumor # 14 
in a very expeditious and effectual manner, with- S || 
out the aſſiſtance of any other inſtrument than 
the launcet, After the lymph is totally evacuated, 
apply a bit of ſoft lint to the wound; and over $ | 
the lint apply a bit of ſticking plaiſter ſpread T 
upon à rag, or thin leather; which may be left 
on till they ſpontaneouſly drop off: or inſtead of Fol 
the lint and plaiſter, apply a rag double or treble 
to the Scrotum ; which may firſt be ſprinkled 
with brandy, ſpirit of lavender or Hungary water; 
keep the rag on with the bag truſs : this opera- 1 
tion ſhould be repeated in the like manner, as — 4 
often as may be found expedient, on account of 1 
the ſize and weight of the returning ſwelling. 
I prefer the impoſthume launcet to the trocar, 
becauſe it is the moſt eaſy and expeditious way | 
of eyacuating the fluid; and becauſe too, the Tu- } l 
nioa Vaginalis and Tunica Albuginea do not ſuffer TT 
as they ſometimes do from the canula of the tra- 
car being left in the wound during the diſcharge 
af the lymph. After this mode of operating, it 
ſametimes happens, that a general inflammation 
_— the parts attended with ſymptoms, like 
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thoſe which ſucceed the radical cure for the Hy- 
drocele; in conſequence of which a perfect cure 


* 15 brought about. 


Or THE RADICAL METHOD 
or OPERATING oxNm THE 
| HYDRUCELE 


To effect this purpoſe, there are four different 
methods put in practice; and finally with equal 
ſucceſs too: though not with equal certainty ar 
equal lenity ; provided the ſurgeons be men of ex- 
perience, and have been much accuſtomed to 
the treatment of this complaint. The practices 
by incifion, by cauſtic, by the puncture and 
tent, and by the feton, are the four different 
modes which have long prevailed amongſt the 
{kilful in ſurgery for the perfect cure of this 
troubleſome complaint; and which to this' day 
are by different practitioners recommended, and 
purſued on this occaſion; ſome giving preference 
to the mode by incifioa; ſome to the 'mode 
by cauſtic ; ſome to the puncture and tent; and 
others again to the ſeton: by ſome there is a fifth 


method added to the four preceding, for the ra- 


dical cure of the Hydrocele; I mean, firſt by. 
opening the tumor by inciſion, and then diſſect- 


ing 
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ing away the whole of the Tunica Vaginalis; but 


this method is in its nature ſo tedious, ſo pain- 
ful, ſo unneceſſary, and in its conſequences fo, 
dangerous, that, for theſe reaſons, I believe it naw: 
has few, or no advocates left; and therefore to 
me it ſeems not neceſſary to expatiate or deſcant 
upon it. 


Or THE OPERATION, o RADICAL 
CURE or rus HY DROCELE or 
THE- TUNICA VAGINALIS BY, 
INCIS ION. 5 ds 
This method of ies under. the hands of 

the ſkilful, I have long obſerved to be very ex- 

peditious, ſafe, and ſucceſsful in its conſequences z | 
having never ſeen, that I remmember, any fatal 
effects ariſing from it, nor any relapſe into the 
ſame complaint, except in one inſtance, which 
will hereafter be related. The only inſtruments 
neceſſary for this purpoſe, are a ſharp ſmall knife 

conſtrued with a convex edge and point, and a 

pair of ſharp ſciſſars. The beſt method I know 

of performing the operation is this: ſeat your 

patient on a chair, or on the fide of his bed or 

couch ; or, as being more convenient ta the ope- 
E 3 + ratox 
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rator, let the patient ſtand upright. Then with 
one hand ſteadily embrace the tumor on its up- 
per part; and with a knife, held in yout other 
hand, begin the wound at the upper and ante- 
rior part of the tumor, reſolutely continuing it 
to its inferior extent; the water by this inciſion. 
is ſuddenly evacuated, and the tumor diſappears; 
the Scrotum and Tunica Vaginalis immediately 
ſubſide and lie upon the Teſticle; ſometimes the 
edges of the divided tunic project on each ſide of 
the Scrotum from a rigidity or flaccidneſs which 
this coat Has acquired; if it proves fo, immedi- 
ately remove the projecting parts of the tunie, by 
clipping them off with a ſharp pair of ſciſſars; 
or by cutting them away with the knife; and, if 
dete inciſfon Has not already been made ſufficiently 
long to reach from end of the bag to the other, 
enlarge the Wound with your knife or ſeiſſars, 
| by introdveing your fore finger of the left 
| hand through the wounded tunic, as a director: 
which in this flaccid ſtate bf the integuments 
and Tunica Vaginalis, you Will find may be much 
more commodiouſly and expeditiouſly | effected 
with the ſciffars rock with the knife.” 

After the operation is thus eB: Ureſs 
the wound in à very ſapetfictl farmer with dry 
ſiot, or with a pledgit of nt fpread with fore 


ſoft 


[m4 
ſoft and cooling ointment, ſuch as the Linimen- 
tum Album, or the Unguentum Saturninum, or 
the Unguent. Florum Sambuci : over the lint 
apply a pledgit of ſoft tow ſpread with the ſame 
kind of ointment ; or, if you pleaſe, apply a ſe- 
cond larger pledgit of lint upon the firſt: then 
let your patient be put to bed; or let him lie in 
an eaſy, or quiet poſture upon a couch ; obſery- 
ing to ſuſpend the parts in a bag truſs; and occa- 
fionally to purſue ſuch methods for the future 
treatment of the diſeaſe, as in the preceding chap- 
ter have already been propofed. 
N. B. The removal of the edges of the air 
eaſed Tunica Vaginalis, I have often obſerved, 
| has been attended with little or no pain; nor 
does any part of the tunic that is left behind 'be- 
come painful, till an inflammation ſucceeds: - 
which happens ſometimes ſooner, ſometimes la- 
ter; ſeemingly in a great meaſure dependent upon 
different conſtitutions; and is a circumſtance ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the cure of the diſeaſe : the 
inflammation of the whole tunic being quite 
neceflary to prevent a return of the difeaſe by 
producing an adheſion of the internal ſurface of 
the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, with the extern 
ſurface of the Tunica Albuginea. 
| _E4 ITS 
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Or THE OPERATION, on RADI- 
CAL CURE or THE HYDRO- 
' CELE my CAUSTIC. 


This method of treating the diſeaſe has already 
been ſo Judiciouſly and ſatisfactorily treated of, 
by my ingenious friend and acquaintance Mr. 
Elke, of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, that I think it 
quite unneceflary for me to ſay any more on 
this occaſion, than to refer the reader, for his 
information and improvement, to the ſecond edi- 
tion of Mr, Elſe's pamphlet, on the ſubject of the 
the cure of the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis Teſtis. 


Or THE RADICAL CURE OF. THE 
HYDROCELE By THE PUNCTURE: 
AND TENT, 


For the 8 of effecting an abſolute cure 
of the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis 
Teſtis, by this eaſy, ſafe, and ſimple method, the 
only rules I know of, neceſſary to be laid down, 
are the following : 


Place 


1 * 
Place your patient, and puncture his Scro- 
tum ſufficiently deep with an impoſthume laun- 


cet, as I have already adviſed in the chapter en- 


titled, ** The palliative Method of operating. on 
the Hydrocele.” When the contents of the 
tumor are quite evacuated, introduce a bit of 
ſpenge tent, equal in ſize with the orifice, and 
about three fourths of an inch in length, through 
the wounded Scrotum and Tunic, haning firſt 
ſecured the tent by means of a bit of double 
thread paſſed through one end of the tent, to 
prevent its ſlipping into the cavity of the Tunic; 
and by this means to render it leſs difficult” to 
extract the tent upon a future occaſion. ': Cover 
the tent with ſoft lint, and upon the lint apply 

a bit of ſticking plaiſter: ſuſpend the parts in 2 
bag-truſs, and let your patient be quietly" kept 
either up or in bed, as he may chuſe; preſerve 
the tent in this ſituation, with the lint and plaiſ- 
ter, till an inflammation begins to take place: 
now let the plaiſter, the lint, and the tent be 
removed; and renew them a ſecond time, as 
was at firſt done. Repeat this operation as often 


as it may be found ſafe and expedient ſo to do, 


for the pꝛoduction of à general inflammation of 
the part. Treat your / patient, if. you approve, 
ps you may hereafter obſerve to have been done 
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in the hiſtory of the ſubſequent caſes; to which 
I take the liberty of referring my readers, as be- 
ing, I think, the beſt and moſt fatisfaQtory ac- 
count I can 18 them « on this occaſion. 


CASE I. 


ee 


before he applied to me, received a blow upon 
his Scrotum, which ſoon afterwards began to 
ſwell; and fo it continued gradually to do till 
this time, without any or at moſt with very 

lattle Pain, | 
Upon inquiry, the tumor appeared to con- 
tain a fluid; which with an impoſthume laun- 
cet I evacuated, to the quantity of at leaſt ten 
duntes: the lymph was clear, and almoſt co- 
lourleſs. Soon after this operation, the fluid 
began again to collect, which gradually in- 
creaſed till the tumor had arrived at its former 
Ge: for this reaſon the patient was induced to 
folicit for farther relief; which I afforded him, 
in the lame manner as I had at firſt done. Af- 
tor the whole of the lymph was evacuated, I 
introduced a bit of ſponge tent, with a needle 
and thread paſſed through one end of the tent, 
ne ariſice of the Scrotum and Tunica Va- 
ginalis : 
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ginalis: the tent was adapted to the Ges of the 
puncture; and it was in length about three. 
fourths of an inch. Over the tent T appked 
ſome lint, and over the lint a bit of Nicking 
plaiſter, with an hole cut through the plaiſſter, 
for the paſſage of the thread that was ' piſſed 
through the hither extremity of the tent, and 
was left hanging upon the Scrotum : for twenty« 
four hours the tent remained fixed in this Tituas 
tion, without inducing pain, or producing any 
viſible effect on the part. Seeing this, I per- 
matted the tent to continue till the third day. 

The Scrotum no- began to appear ſome- 
what indurated, and it was generally inflamed: 
for theſe reaſons I removed the tent, and tus 
perficially dreſſed the wound with yellow Ba- 
filicon ſpread on a ſoft pledgit of lint 3 after- 
wards covering and immerſing the whole Serd- 
tum in a cataplaſm, compoſed of ſtale cru]‚ 
of bread and milk; to which was added 4 fuß- 
ficient quantity of fallad-oil, for che purpöſk &@ 
2 this application e 1 rhoift” and 
ſoft. $5. 214) 1Q 34 

On the fourth day fucceeFing the opel kon, 
a ſmall quantity of thin matter oozed through 
the orifice: from this time to the end of the 
fourteenth day, the diſcharge continued gradu- 
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ally to increaſe; and on one ſide of the oriſice 


a ſmall, ſoft, elevated tumor, containing mat- 
ter, ſhewed itſelf; this Abſceſs I opened by in- 
ciſion, and thus evacuated about an ounce of 
thick matter. From this time the diſcharge 
from the firſt orifice was much leſſened; and 
it continued diminiſhing, till the wound was 
perfectly healed; which PO in a few days 
afterwards. | 

The once inflamed tunics now nepared to FR 
here; in conſequence of which, no ſpace nor ca 
vity remained. betwixt the internal ſurface of the 
Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis and the external ſur- 
face of the Tunica n and thus a pers 
fe cure was effected. 
VN. B. It is make: of 8 that the 
pain and ſymptomatic fever, which attended the 
progreſs of this cure, were ſo mild as to render 
it unneceſſary for the patient to be confined 
to his bed for a longer time than two days; 
for, which. reaſon too, evacuations, opiates, and 
febrifuge medicines, were, in this inſtance, ren- 


dered uſeleſs. "This was a ſingle Hydrocele, 
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6. W. aged fifty-eight, applied to me on 14 
account of a tumor on one fide of his Sero- 1 
tum; which, from the fluctuation of the con- 
tents, as well as from his having no pain on | 
the part but ſuch as proceeded from diſtention I i! 
and his being in a good ſtate of health, made 14 
it eaſy to diſcover what the nature of the caſe 1 
was : he aſcribed the cauſe of his complaint to 
a. blow. 517 

I tapped the Scrotum, on its moſt depending 
and prominent part, with an impoſthume laun- 
cet; by which operation a pint of clear and 
yellowiſh lymph was very ſpeedily evacuated :, 
and without pain, or any future inconvenience: 
than a relapſe into the ſame diſorder. 

When the tumor. began again to become trous, 
bleſome, on account of its fize and weight, ge 
applied to me for farther relief; which I af. 
forded him by the ſame eaſy and expeditious me- 
thod I had at firſt done: and, agreeably to his 
defire, I attempted the radical cure, juſt as was 
effected in the caſe of A. B. The tent was left 
to remain in the orifice fot forty- eight hours: 
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at the end of this time I removed the tent of 
ſponge, and in its place I ſubſtituted a tent of 
lint, ſecured by tying one end of it wi.h a 
thread. The ſymptoms that happened in this 
inſtance were not fo favourable as they. were in 
the caſe of A. B.; for, on the firſt night after 
the operation, the man was reftleſs ; and on the 
next day at noon he complained of an uneaſy 
ſenſation in his Abdomen: on the third day af- 
ter the operation, the Scrotum, upon inſpection, 
ſeemed ſomewhat inflamed, having aſſumed a 
ſmooth and ſhining appearance. The part was 
very tender, and painful upon being prefled on 
with the fingers; and he now complained of 
pain, extending up with the courſe of the ſper- 
matic chord to the loins. To relieve the un- 
eafineſs in his bowels, a warm emollient clyſ- 
ter was adminiſtered by way of internal fo- 
mentation, and at the ſame time with hopes 
of procuring a gentle evacuation by ſtool 5 which 
happened about twelve or fourteen hours after 
the clyſter was given. The night of the ope- 
ration, and on the following night, an ano- 
dyne was adminiſtered. The third day after 
the operation the patient was taken ſick, ac- 
companicd by retchings to vomit, and a flight 
fever: theſe 8 were relieved by the 


ſaline 


** = WA 40 IC (Od. 00 5 * * F772 O 
. Boa hong bf rr 


( 63 ] 
faline draught adminiſtered, and repeated at 
proper intervals; obſervicg, at the ſame. time, 
to keep the body moderately open ; which pur» 
poſe was effected by occaſionally adding a gentle 
purgative to the ſaline draughts. On the fourth 
day the tent was omitted, and the wound was in 
all reſpects treated as was done in the caſe of A. 
B. On the fifth day the lips of the wound had 
put on a ſwollen or turgid appearance; and 
thereby the orifice, for the preſent, was obſtruct-· 
ed. The man was confined to his bed from the 
ſecond day, and was treated as 1s uſually done by 
the ſkilful in ſimilar caſes. Laſt night he flep# 
very well; and his retchings and ſickneſs are 
very much abated, but not quite removed. At 
intervals he ſtill complains of uneaſy ſenſations in 
his belly ; and his pulſe now appearing more full, 
hard, and quick, than had hitherto been obſery- 
ed, it was thought expedient to take eight or 
nine ounces of blood from one of his arms; 
which much relieved him. On the ſeventh day 
the orifice gaped; its tumefied lips began to fub» 
ſide 3 and a diſcharge of thin matter iſſued forth 
in a ſmall quantity: the tumor and inflammation 
of the Scrotum remain in a conſiderable degree. 
He ſtill keeps his bed; and the ſame dreflings 
are continued to be applied as before; his ſick- 
neſs 


n 


64 ] 
neſs and retchings have quite diſappeared; and 
ſince yeſterday he has had three ſtools. The 
parts have acquired a ſtony hardneſs; and from the 
ſtretch which the integuments are put upon, the 
ſwelling reſembles an uniformly diſtended and 
hard body, leaviug no evident diſtinction or ſe- 
paration of parts: in ſhort, the tumor perfectly 
reſembled a venereal Hernia Humotalis of a ſe- 
vere kind. From this time there were no re- 
turns of ſickneſs, or pains in the Abdomen : there 
is an increaſe of the diſcharge from the orifice-of 
the Scrotum, and the tumor begins to ſoften. 
The pulſe is now become ſofter and quieter. | 
He has a deſire of eating ſolids ; but at preſent 
that is not complied with. 

On the ninth day the diſcharge from the 
wound was increaſed; the lips of the wound 
begin to ſubſide, and to recede from each other; 
and the matter is become more thick and white 
' _ than before: he has good nights; but, occaſio- 
| nally, it is ſtill found neceflary to keep open the 
| body with clyſters. 

Tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and four- 
| | teenth days, the Scrotum and its contents con- 
| 1 tinue to diſcharge, and the hardneſs and ſize of 

1 the tumor gradually diminiſh ; ſo that the parts 

have at length, in a good degree, loſt their ten- 
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[ 65 ! 
fron, and admit of being handled with very Up 
tle pain. The patient is now indulged with ſo- 
lids; but it is ſtill neceflary to keep the body in 
an horizontal poſition. 

On the fifteenth or ſixteenth day the Scro- 
tum burſt in two different places, near the ori- 
ginal puncture; from which openings there iſ- 
ſued a conſiderable quantity of matter, mixed 1 
with a ſmall ſlough. From this day perfect eaſe 1 
ſucceeded; and the tumor and inflammation were | 
in a few days afterwards removed. The wounds i | 

* from this time healed very faſt; and, in ſhort, 'Y 
within the ſpace of four weeks, the patient was 
in all reſpects perfectly well: to all appearance, 11 
leaving the ſame veſtiges and conſequences, as hap- lf 
pened in the preceding inſtance, as ſo many proofs ] 
of his being radically cured of his troubleſome 
diſorder. 


Gs mc 


J. B. an healthy young man, aged thirty-two, 
about nine months ſince was attacked with a tu- ] 
mor on the right ſide of the Scrotum ; the cauſe 
of which he aſcribed to a ſtrain. From that time 1 
the tumor increaſed, till he applied for my aſſiſaſ 
tance; which was in three months after he firſt $8 
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complained. With an impoſthume launcet 1 
evacuated the lymphatic contents of the Tunica 
Vaginalis: by this means the ſwelling was to- 
tally reduced, and the patient for the preſent 
ſufficently relicved. 

In fix months afterwards, on the like occa- 
fion, he made a ſecond application to me: by 
the ſame means as before, I relieved him. 


Through the puncture of the Scrotum a ſmall 


portion of the Tunica Vagiualis, in a looſe and 


flaccid ſtate, iſſued forth: as ſoon as the lymph 
was wholly evacuated; with a pair of ſciflars I 
ſnipt off ſo much of the Tunic, or Cyſt, as pro- 
truded. Afterwards I introduced a bit of pre- 
pared ſponge tent, nearly reſembling the ſize 
and ſhape of the orifice, and in length about 
three fourths of an inch: the tent I covered 
with a bit of lint; and the lint with adheſive 
plaiſter : which for the three following days 


were retained in the ſame ſituation ; at the end 


of this time, the lips of the orifice and its neigh- 
bouring parts appearing to be very little ſwelled 
or inflamed, a ſecond ſponge tent, reſembling the 
former, was introduced, and kept in the Scrotum 
till the fifth day. The inflammation and tumor 
being as yet very flight, and the patient com- 
plaining of little pain, I was induced to uſe the 


ſponge 
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ſponge tent a third time: and to continue it in 
the wound till the ſeventh day. Upon inſpect- 
ing the parts, the Scrotum on its right ſide had 
aſſumed an inflammatory appearance: the parts 
felt hard; and upon the Scrotum being lightly 
preſſed, a ſmall quantity of thin matter was dif- 
charged. 

The patient, as yet, complains of little or no 
pain: walks about, as if nothing had been done ; 
and, hitherto, no medicine but an opening infu- 
ſion has been thought expedient. 

From this time, till the tenth or eleventh day, 
the patient was free from pain or fever; for which 
reaſon, the ſponge tent was every day introduced 
as at firſt, 

On the tenth and deverh days, a good deal of 
thin matter was diſcharged through the orifice; 
the neighbouring parts appearing ſomewhat in- 
flamed, and conſiderably indurated. 

On the eleventh day, in the evening, the pa- 
tient was ſuddenly ,attacked with a rigor: this 
ſymptom was ſucee eded by an increaſe of inflam- 

mation, and pain on the right ſide of the Scro- 
tum; and the man complained of the pain ex- 
tending to the groin of the ſame fide. | 

On the thirteenth day, the enlargement and 
inſlammation of the punctured fide were in- 
„ © creaſed ; 
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- Eteaſed; but ſince yeſterday the pain was leſ- 


ſened. 

Ever ſince the eleventh day the patient has 
been confined to his bed: clyſters are occa- 
ſionally adminiſtered; and the ſaline draught, 
ſometimes alone, and ſometimes with the pow- 
der of the Contrayerva root, are given at proper 
intervals. There has been neither pain nor ten- 


ſion of the abdomen; nor has there been any 


complaint in the loins. 

To- day, on his endeavouring to rife from bed, 
he complained of great languidneſs; ſo that it 
was irkſome to him to fit up more than half an 
hour. | 

From the thirteenth to the fifteenth or ſix- 
teenth day, the tumor and inflammation of 
the Scrotum and its contents increaſed: the 
Scrotum, upon being ſlightly touched, was pain- 
ful. He has very little fever; and his nights 


are quiet and compoſed, without the uſe of ano- 


dynes. 
On the ſeventeenth day he complained of de- 
preſſion and lowneſs of ſpirits: which diſagree- 


able ſymptoms were ſoon removed by the Ali 


tance of cordial medicines. 
The wound now diſcharges freely; which 
is, aud has been for ſeveral days, treated ſuper- 
ficially 
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ficially with ſoft digeſtive ointments, atid emol- 
lient ſuppurative cataplaſms, as ought alway's t to 
be done in this ſtage of the diſeaſe. 

From this time the tumor varied but hide, 
till the nineteenth or twentieth day; when a 
ſwelling, which for a few days had been ad- 
vancing, burſt of itſelf; and diſcharged a good 
deal of matter. This Abſceſs was firuated on 
the anterior part, aud about the middle of the 
Scrotum. | 

For the two laſt nights, the man reſted but 
little; which watchfulneſs he aſcribed to na 
other cauſe than his being continually confined 


to bed, which he was not uſed to. 


Within a month the wounds were healed, and 
the induration of the Scrotum was removed: hut 


this cure was not ſo complete as were the two 


preceding; for on the ſuperior and exterior part 
of the Scrotum, near to the Septum of the Tu- 


nica Vaginalis, there was a fmall quantity of 


lymph depoſited, and retained in that portion” of 
the Tunic which had eſcaped the inflammation; 
however, the inconvenience from theſe flight re- 
mains of the diſorder the patient conſidered as 
quite trifling; and he went away perfectly le! 
with the ſucceſs of his 12 2 ” 
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rably thickened ; but not at all diſcoloured. 


701 
But, before he left me, I punctured the Cyſt 


with a launcet, and evacuated the contents; 


which were ſmall in quantity, and not at all 
tinged with blood. This I did more through 
curioſity than neceſſity, and that this account 


might be rendered more perfect and fatisfaQory 


than it otherwiſe would have been. T'wo months 
after he called upon me, and informed me that he 


was quite well, which upon examination 1 found. 


to be ſo. 


CASE. W. 


Eſquire, a 8 of diſtinction, ſome 
time ago, called upon me, with his family phy- 


ſician and ſurgeon, to conſult me on account of 


a, veiy large tumor which, goſſeſſed the Scrotum. 
We all agreed that the contents of the ſwelling 
were fluid; and it was at the. ſame time ſuſpected 
that the fluid was uncommonly thick. The 
complaint had been of many years landing, and 


had never been painful to any important. degree; 


but on account of its ſize and weight, it was now 
become ſo inconvenient to the gentleman, as to 
render it neceſſary for him to apply for relief. 
The integuments of the Scrotum were conſide- 
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We determined upon making an opening into 
the inferior part of the Scrotum; which, in the 
uſual manner, I did with an impoſthume launcet 
of the largeſt ſize. Upon the firſt introduction 
of the launcet, little or nothing followed; for 


which reaſon I introduced the launcet a ſecond 


time into the wound, and thereby moderately 
enlargedit ; a thick clay-coloured diſcharge ſlowly 
iſſued through this large orifice, and in quantity 
pretty nearly a pint and half: but there apparently 
remained behind a conſiderable deal of ſome- 
thing ſtill more viſcid than what had been evacu- 

ated ; of which the patient was apprized- Some 
hours afterwards, as F was informed by his fur- 
geon, the orifice opened: the dreſſiugs fell off, 
and gave vent to a conſiderable deal of gela- 
tinous hquor, mixed with ſolid lumps reſembling 
wetted clay. A few days after the firſt opera- 

tion, I was deſired to viſit this gentleman at his 
own houſe :. upon inſpecting the part, and ſeeing 
the orifice ſtill remain open, and that through 
the orifice more or leſs of a viſcid or gelatinous 


fluid was every day diſcharged, I adviſed the in- 


troduction of a ſponge tent: which was readily 
complied with, and that the whole Scrotum 
ſhould be involved in the Cataplaſma Maturans 
of the London Diſpenſatory. For ſome time this 

F4 e 


„„ 
method was purſued; and an inflammation of 
the whole Scrotum was gradually brought on: 


for ſome weeks the diſcharge continued in mode - 


rate quantities. At length the Scrotum unpoſt-, 
humated, and burſt on its exterior and: middle 
part; from whence a, great deal of very fœtid 
matter was diſcharged. By ſuperficial deterſive 


dreſſings, and by the uſe of diſcutient plaiſters, 


Joined with the bark given at proper intervals, 
the whole Scrotum was reduced to its natural 
ſize; and the patient, iu all reſpeAs, is now * 
fectly well. 

This gentleman is hats fats. 5 8 
years old; and now enjoys a better ſtate of health 
than he had for ſome time done before the 
ration. 

During the proceſs of this cure, the emp- 
matic fever was ſo flight as to render it unne- 
ceflary for him to be confined to his bed; and, 
although this was a ſingle Hydrocele, it was ne- 
vertheleſs of ſo conſiderable a ſize and extent, as 


ſeemingly to poſſeſs the whole Scrotum: bs 
no viſible diſtinction of parts. 
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Or THE RADICAL METHOD or 
OPERATING BY THE SETON. 
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If this method of ach ſhould upon any 
occaſion be preferred to either of the preceding 1 
the uſe of one inſtrument inſtead of more will 
be found exceedingly eaſy to the operator; as 
well as more expeditious and leſs painful to the 
patient. For this purpoſe, the inſtrument 1 re- 
commend is a ſilver needle of a convex form; in 
length about ſix n and Wege ed a "oy 

ſteel point. a 
3 "a eye of the needle | thould be' 
paſſed a narrow white fattin ribbon, or piece 
of fine tape, about ten or eleven inches long, as 

| being i in their texture inſeparable and "leſs likely 
to injure the Tunica Albuginea and Tefſticle, 
by eaſily flipping over the furface of that coat; 
and by this means to prevent the cure from being 
retarded, as has been experienced when a ſkan' 
of filk was uſed. The ribbon,' or tape, may be 
rendered more ſoft, ſmooth, and ſlippery, than 
it naturally is, by * anointing it W a ot 
pomaturn, 
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The mode of operating may be as follows: 
Introduce the point of the needle through the 


ſuperior, and anterior part of the tumor, or 


through its ſuperior and exterior part, with the 
convex fide of this inſtrument looking towards 
the Teſticle ; direct it downwards to the lower 
end of the Tunica Vaginalis and Serotum ; and 
there puncture the integuments quite through; 
afterwaxds convey the needle and ligature down- 
wards, till the ligature has paſſed ſufficiently for 
the intended purpoſe of being properly ſecured in 
its place by tying. both ends of the ſtring toge- 
ther, or by ſecuring them from flipping through, 
or by any other means that may be n more 
eligible. | 
For the ſpace of forty-cight haurs let the rib- 
bon remain unmoved: then obſerve carefully to 
draw it upwards and downwards, once or twice 
a day, as may be thought neceſſary. Treat your 
patient in the ſame general manner as has already 
been adviſed, with ſuch difference as the nature 
of the caſe may occaſionally require. 
In this method of operating for the a of 
effe&ing. L radical cure of the Hydrocele ; as 
well as in every other method that is practiſed 
with this deſign : we muſt not only expect, but 
endeavour to bring about, a temporary and ge- 
neral 


1 
neral inflammation of the part, together with in- 
duration, enlargement, and ſuppuration'; and 
by theſe means to cauſe a perfect adheſion of the 
tunics of the Teſticle ; or to deſtroy the Tumca 
Vaginalis: for, unleſs the one or the other of 
theſe effects be produced, a relapſe into the fame 
diforder is to be expected. For whenever either 


of theſe four methods ſhall, in preference tu ano- 


ther, be recommended, as being free from in- 
flammation, pain, ymptomatic fever, tumor. 
and ſuppuration; it is indirectly declariog,. that 
_ method wil nat Nen cheftual, - 152 af 


CASE ien 
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5 with. an Hydrocele of both the Tue. 
nicæ Vaginales Teſtium: for the cure of which 
complaints he at length put himſelf under the: 
care of a ſurgeon of conſiderable: eminence :. In 
hopes of effecting a radical cure, a ſmall cauſtic 
was applied to each ſide of the Scrotum; the apy 
plications of the cauſtics were made at about the. 
diſtance of ſeven months from each other. Three; 
weeks after the application of the ſecond cauſtic, 
I was deſired by the ſurgeon, during his "I 
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of two or three days, to viſit this patient. When 
I firſt ſaw the gentleman, he was confined to his 
bed with a bilious fever, and for this reaſon he 
was attended by his phyſician : The wound on 
the left ſide of the Scrotum was not then healed; 
but the ſore appeared with no unfavourable aſpect; 
the edges of that part of the Scrotum and of the 
Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, which were deſtroyed 
by the cauſtic, appeared to adhere to the Tunica 
Albuginea ; and this, as far as I was able to diſ- 
cover, was plainly the caſe in every other part of 
the Scrotum, of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, and 
of the Tunica Albuginea on that fide. On the 
right ſide of the Scrotum, where the firſt cauſtic 
had been applied; and which wound, it ſeems, 
had been healed about ſix months, I perceived an 
enlargement and diſtention of the part; which 
upon the touch appeared to be a partial return of 
the Hydrocele: this I took the liberty of remark- 
ing to his ſurgeon. From this time the patient 
continued ill of his bilious complaints till he died; 
which happened about ten weeks after I ſaw him. 
This accident furniſhed ſeveral ſurgeons of emi- 
nence, and myſelf, with an opportunity of diſſect- 
ing and examining the diſeaſed Scrotum and Tu- 
nics. Upon inſpection, the Tunica Vaginalis | 
Teſtis on the left ſide appeared to adhere in every 
part 
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part to the Tunica Albuginea; and it further ap- 
peared, that no other part of the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis Teſtis was deſtroyed, but that with which 
the cauſtic had come in contact: on the right 
ſide of the Scrotum, the adheſion of the Tu- 
nica Vaginalis Teſtis to the Tunica Albuginea 
was in part only; for to that part of the Tunica 
Vagigalis Teſti already deſcribed, to which the 
inflammation had not ſufficiently extended, there 
was no adheſion to the Tunica Albuginea : and 
in this part of the cavity of the Tunica Vaginalis 
Teſtis were contained ſeveral ounces of lymph : 
however it 1s probable, I think, that the whole 
of this Tunica had been in ſome degree affected 
by the cauſtic, tho' not ſufficiently; becauſe the 
Tunica on this fide was preternaturally thicken- 
ed in every part: which probably would not have 
been the caſe had it never been at all inflamed, 


CASE: n. 


C. D. about forty-eight years old had for ſome 
time been incommoded with an Hydrocele of the 
left Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis; the tumor con- 
tained a little more than a pint of lymph: I ad- 
viſed my patient to undergo an inciſion of the 
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pact in hopes of effecting a radical cure. He 
took my advice, and ſubmitted to it. In the opera- 


tion I removed part of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſ- 
tis; and purſued the uſual method for his cure; 
but in vain; for, notwithſtanding the wound con- 
tinued open for more than three weeks, there re- 
mained little or no inflammation of the parts: 
the patient had no ſymptomatic fever; and in a 
ſhort time after the healing of the wound the 
parts began to grow large again; ſo that at the 
end of eight or nine months he applied to me to 
relieve him. I taped the ſwelling with an im- 
poſthume launcet, and let out ten or twelve oun- 
ces of fluid: very thin, and but little diſcoloured ; 


the Scrotum ſcarcely appeared to be altered from 
any thing that had hitherto been done. 


Theſe two iinſtances are adduced as proofs of 
the poſſibility of the operations failing, however 


carefully and judiciouſly they are performed; 


and the latter caſe I relate as an inſtance of ſome 
conſtitutions being ſo circumſtanced as at parti- 
cular times to have very little diſpoſition to ſhew 
any inflammatory ſymptoms, even when ſuch 


events are moſt expected. 


CASE 


_— 
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About four years ago I performed the operation 
by inciſion, for the cure of an Hydrocele of the 


left Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, upon a gentleman 


of thirty- eight years old: the cyſt contained five 
pints of lymph: and the patient has never had 
the leaſt return of his diforder, notwithſtanding 


the enormous ſize of this tumor: but during the 


cure there was a conſiderable degree of fever at- 
tended with inflammation, enlargement, and indu- 


ration: and finally a conſiderable digeſtion or ſup- 


puration of the parts followed : however all theſe 
ſymptoms gradually diſappeared ; the parts were 
reduced to their natural fize, and at the end of 
five weeks the wound was perfectly healed. The 
diſeaſe originated about nine years before he con- 
ſulted me. It was by much the largeſt tumor I 


had ever ſeen of the kind; and ſome months be- 


fore I undertook the radical cure, I taped the 
Scretum with an impoſthume launcet, and let 
out five pints of lymph by this operation. 
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part in hopes of effecting a radical cure. He 
took my advice, and ſubmitted to it. In the opera- 
tion I removed part of the Tunica Vaginalis Teſ- 
tis; and purſued the uſual method for his cure; 
but in vain; for, notwithſtanding the wound con- 
tinued open for more than three weeks, there re- 
mained little or no inflammation of the parts: 
the patient had no ſymptomatic fever; and in a 
ſhort time after the healing of the wound the 
parts began to grow large again; ſo that at the 
end of eight or nine months he applied to me to 
relieve him. TI taped the ſwelling with an im- 
poſthume launcet, and let out ten or twelve oun- 
ces of fluid : very thin, and but little diſcoloured ; 
the Scrotum ſcarcely appeared to be altered from 
any thing that had hitherto been done. 


Theſe two unftwmces are adduced as proofs of 
the poſſibility of the operations failing, however 
carefully and judiciouſly they are performed; 
and the latter caſe I relate as an inſtance of ſome 
conſtitutions being ſo circumſtanced as at parti— 
cular times to have very little diſpoſition to ſhew 
auy inflammatory ſymptoms, even when ſuch 
events are moſt expected. 
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About four years ago I performed the operation 
by inciſion, for the cure of an Hydrocele of the 
left Tunica Vaginalis Teſtis, upon a gentleman 


of thirty- eight years old: the cyſt contained five 


pints of lymph : and the patient has never had 
the leaſt return of his diſorder, notwithſtanding 
the enormous ſize of this tumor: but during the 
cure there was a conſiderable degree of fever at- 
tended with inflammation, enlargement, and indu- 


ration: and finally a conſiderable digeſtion or ſup- 


puration of the parts followed: however all theſe 
ſymptoms gradually diſappeared; the parts were 
reduced to their natural ſize, and at the end of 
five weeks the wound was perfectly healed. The 
diſeaſe originated about nine years before he con- 


ſulted me. It was by much the largeſt tumor 1 


had ever ſeen of the kind; and ſome months be- 
fore I undertook the radical cure, I taped the 
Scretum with an impoſthume launcet, and let 
out five pints of lymph by this operation. 
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CASE wr. 


February 25, 1774. 

To- day about ten o'clock in the morning Mr. 
J. B. aged forty-eight, in all reſpects an healthy 
man, except that he was troubled with a ſcorbu- 
tical eruption on one of his arms and hands, had 
the operation of the Hydrocele by inciſion per- 
formed on the left ſide of the Scrotum: after the 
inciſion was made the whole length of the tu- 
mor, a ſmall portion of the Tunica Vaginalis was 
removed. About half paſt three o'clock in the 
afternoon, as he ſat in his chair, he was ſeized 
with a languor approaching to fainting away ; 
but upon lying down he ſoon recovered. In the 
evening he got up and was in good ſpirits ; but 
at night betwixt nine and ten he was a ſecond 
time ſeized with a languor approaching to a Syn- 
cope; of which he immediately recovered by 
being put into bed: At ten o'clock at night I 
gave him half a drachm of Confect. Card. with 
twenty drops of Tinct. Thel. made into a draught 
with ſimple Cinnamon water: he lay all night 
very quiet, and had ſome fleep : As yet he has 
had no complaint but a ſoreneſs in his wound. 
It 
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It is now twenty-fours hours ſince the operation 
was performed; 


Saturday Morning, Feb: 26th. 

About one o'clock this afternoon I perceived 

his pulſe to grow quick; but he did not com- 

plain either of pain or reſtleſsneſs ; his breakfaſt 

of tea and milk fat very well on his ſtomach. He 

paſſed the whole of this Say in bed without oye! 
e. c Nen 


nid 63 Fe. Ayth⸗ 
He has nad an Ae good night by means 
of eight drops of Tinct. Thebaic. put into a 


draught of half a drachm of Confect. Cardiaca, 


which he took at bed- time. Laſt night he per- 
ſpired moderately; 1 dreſſed his wound this 
morning; from which as yet there is no digeſ- 
tion, nor are there any appearances of inflamma- 
tion or turgidneſs of the Scrotum; there is no 
complaint in the Abdomen, nor in any other 


part: this afternoon he had a natural coſtive 


ſtool, 


| Monday Morning, Feb. 28th. 
He has had an exceeding good night without 
the uſe of an opiate : there is as yet no pain in 
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L 82 ] 
the abdomen, loins, or in the ſpermatic chord: 
the Scrotum appears ſomewhat turgid: and the 
lips of the wound begin to ſeparate: but there 


is no matter yet from the _ or ſurface * the 


wound. 


Tueſday » March 1. 


Laſt night he nept but little, on account of 


the piles that attacked him yeſterday; the Scro- 
tum on its inferior part feels ſomewhat hard; 
the wound gapes, and from it there iſſues ſome 
lymph. This morning he took a doſe of Infuſ. 


Sen. and Tinc, Sen. as he had had but two ſmall 


ſtools fince Thurſday laſt: three gentle evacua- 
tions were ps this means „ 


ö We: * Morning, * yy 

He has paſſed a tolerable night, and has had 
one ſtool to-day. The tumor of the Scrotury, 
Teſtis and Tunics increaſes in fize and bardneſs ; 
there is no pain in the abdomen or back; nor 
are there as yet any feveriſh ſymptoms worth re- 
garding. He continues to live without any thing 
of the meat or fiſh kind. He fits up ſeven or 


eight hours every day. 


Thurſday, 
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Thurſday Morning, March 34. 
He has no complaints: the enlargement, in- 
duration and tenſion of the Scrotum, are pretty 


much as they were yeſterday. Laſt night there 


was a ſerous diſcharge from the wound. 


'Friday Mornin g. 


He is in every reſpect as well as yeſterday, and 


has had a quiet night. 


| An A March «th; 
L-aſt kehr he complained of ſome heat, but 
in a very moderate degree. Veſterday he had no 
ſtool. Has no Pain at all in the groin, or in the 
abdomen, or in the ſmall of the back. This 
morning his pulſe is very regular, and not at all 
quick or full: the wound, for about an inch and 
three quarters, is perfectly open. The enlarge- 
ment is not ſo confiderable as yeſterday : but the 
induration is much the ſame as it was: there is 
no ſerous or lymphatic diſcharge from the wound. 
Till that morning part of the original dreffings 
ſtuck to the bottom of the wound: a proof that 
the wound now begins to digeſt at its interior 
and inferior parts; 


G2 Sunday 
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Sunday Morning, March 61h. 
He has had a very good night. To day he 
took a doſe of Infuſ. Sen. cum Tinct. Sen. & 
Tart. Solubilis, on account of his being ſome- 
what coſtive. The wound looks well; and diſ- 
charges moderately. The Teſticle is ſtill very 
hard, and enlarged to twice its natural ſize: 
It appears very tender upon being ſlightly touch- 
ed: but there is not much redneſs, or diſcoloura- 
tion on the integuments. 


Monday Morning, March "th. 

The phyſic which was taken yeſterday ope- 
rated four or five times in a proper manner. He 
eat ſome boiled chicken to day for dinner with a 
good appetite. He has had a very good night; 
his pulſe is ſoft and regular; the wound keeps 
open, and digeſts properly. The lateral parts or 
edges of the Tunica Vaginalis appear ſomewhat 
ſloughy: The Teſticle upon being touched gives 
ſome pain; but ſince yeſterday it is decreaſed. 
There is no diſcolouration of the integuments; 
nor the leaſt pain in the )-groin, abdomen, or 


Tueſday, 
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Tueſday, March 8th. 

Every thing goes on perfectly well. He has 

had a good night. The tumor of the Teſticle 
diminiſhes. 


Wedneſday Morning, March gth. 

He is free from complaints: the wound is 

quite clean, and the tumor of the Teſticle is 

much diminiſhed : but upon being handled it {till 
feels tender and painful. 


Thurſday, March toth. 

Every thing as favourable as yeſterday : the 

wound remains open, and the Teſticle and Epi- 

didymis are ſtill a good deal enlarged, and indu- 

rated: but the inflammation is quite removed, 
and the tenderneſs is much diminiſhed, 


Friday, March 11th. 
But little alteration ſince yeſterday. 


Saturday, March 1 2th. 

To day he ck a purge: the tenderneſs 1s a 
good deal removed. From this time he conti- 
nued to go on very well: but in order to reduce 
the tumor of the Teſticle and Epididymis, I ap- 
G 3 plied 
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plied a plaiſter of ſoap and mercury to the part, 
and gave him occafionally ſome purges. In about 
2 month from the day of the operation, the teſ- 
ticle and Epididymis were reſtored to their na- 
tural ſize, and the patient was quite well; to this 
time has had no return of his complaint, 


N. B. As the Teſticle and Epididymis are fixed 
to the internal and poſterior ſur face of the Tunica 
Vaginalis Teſtis ; there will be no riſque of 
wounding either of them, if the anatomy of the 
part be properly and previouſly conſidered. 

For an account of the ſymptoms and ſucceſs, 
which have attended the operation by the Se- 
ton, I beg leave to refer the reader to Mr. Pott's 
ingenious work on this ſubject: and to Mr. Elſe's 


treatiſe on the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vagina- 


lis Teſtis. 


Or a SCHIRRHUS or rx 
TESTICLE. 


When a gland, of the conglobate, or conglo- 
merate kind, has for ſome time been enlarged, 
and indurated; and ſuch enlargement and in- 
duration are not attended with pain or inflamma- 

| tion, 


E 
tion; or a duſky livid- coloured complexion of 
the integuments; or a diſtention and contorted 
form of the veins; or with any, or at moſt with 
a ſmall degree of inequality of ſurface; ſuch a 
diſeaſed ſtate of the parts, from their freedom 
from diſcolouration, from their exemption from 
pain, from their equality of ſurface, from their 
peculiar hardneſs and ſtony refiſtance to the touch, 
is uſually by ſurgeons denominated a ſchirrhus: 
but when a ſchirrhous tumor is accompanied 
with all, or moſt of theſe appearances, the diſeaſe 
is then termed a cancer. If the integuments be 
whole, the tumor 1s called an occult cancer : if 
the integuments be ruptured, the tumor is called 
an ulcerated cancer. 

The words Schirrhus, Induration, and Hard- 
neſs, are in fact ſynonymous terms, but derived 
from different languages. 

However, it muſt be acknowledged, that al- 
though the preceding words ſignify the ſame 
thing; nevertheleſs I think, when they are in- 
diſcriminately applied, they do not ſufficiently 
characterize the exact nature and make of a 
ſchirrhous ſwelling: nor do they fatisfaftorily 
enough explain the true difference betwixt this, 
ſpecies of tumor; and ſuch tumors, though per- 
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haps equally hard, as are found to be of a mare 
innocent, and mild nature. 

All parts of the body, as well ſuch, which 
from their particular conſtruction, by anatomiſts 
and ſurgeons are treated of under, the head of 
glands, as well as thoſe parts which, from their 
very different conſtruction, and uſe, are by no 
means entitled to this definition, are obſerved 
to be liable in ſome conſtitutions, proceeding 


from internal cauſes, as well as from external 


injuries, to ſuch attacks and changes as theſe 
are: and from diſſections it may in many in- 


ſtances be fairly demonſtrated, that enlarged, 


hard, and ſtubborn glandular tumors, are as eſ- 
ſentially different from each other, as cartilage 
differs from bone: or az cartilage is found to 
differ from fat : for the very fat will ſometimes 
change into a ſchirrhus. However, it muſt at the 
{ame time be obſerved, that every ſchirrhus has a 
ſtoney hardneſs; and in every reſpect is truly 


an induration : though every hardneſs, even of 


the longeſt duration, does not always termi- 
nate, or degencrate into a ſchirthus, or cancer. 
Since then theſe kinds of tumors are ſometimes 
found ſo eſſentially to differ from each other in 
their nature and texture, they are often known 
likewile in a ſimilar degree to vary in their mild- 
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neſs and malignity ; and for theſe obvious rea- 
ſons are more or leſs diſpoſed to ſubmit to, or to 
reſiſt the efficacy and powers both of external 
and internal remedies. 

Thoſe parts of a gland which are sd be- 
come confirmed ſchirrhi, by changing their ori- 
ginal delicately- conſtructed ſubſtance into a car- 
tilaginous or griſtly conſiſtence, are almoſt always 
found to remain unalterable: whilſt an indurated 
gland, that is not truly ſchirrhous, or thoſe 
neighbouring parts of a ſchirrhous tumor which 
do not partake of the cartilaginous conſiſtence 
| ſhall admit of being conſiderably relieved; and 
in ſo great a degree too, as ſometimes to render 
the extirpation of a part unneceſſary; by which 
means a painful and dangerous operation is avoid- 
ed, and an uſeful member 1s preſerved. 

That this is a fact, may be proved in affections 
of the Epididymis, and ſometimes of the Teſti- 
eles themſelves, attended with enlargement and 
induration: as well as in indurated tumors of the 
ſalivary, and of the lymphatic glands of the neck, 
groin, and axilla; as is well enough known to 
ſurgeons of obſervation and experience: and as 
a farther proof of the reaſonableneſs of this doc- 
trine, I take the opportunity of ſubjoining the 
hiſtories of the following caſes, which within 

theſe 
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theſe few years have fallen under my inſpection 
and management. 


CASE 1. 


A gentleman of a healthy appearance, and 
about thirty years of age, applied to me, in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs of mind, on account of a conſi- 
derable indurated and uniformly ſmooth tumor 
of one of the Teſticles; with which he had been 
troubled for many months. He informed me, 
that he was a married man, and had been fo for 
the ſpace of a year; and that he could not in the 
leaſt account for the cauſe of his complaint, 
There was no diſcolouration of the Scrotum ; 
nor had he ever experienced any more than a 
ſmall degree of pain in the part, and that at un- 
certain intervals. He told me, he totally de- 
ſpaired of any relief, but from the extirpation of 
the part; which operation had been ſtrongly re- 
commended to him by an experienced furgeon 
of his acquaintance - under whoſe care he had 
for many weeks been; during this time, the pa- 
tient had freely uſed mercurial frictions to the 
affected part; and had at proper intervals taken : 
ſeveral purges; but without effect. | 
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However, I afforded the patient very great 
conſolation, by telling him, that notwithſtand- 
ing to appearance the caſe was unfavourable, 
yet I did not conſider it as hopeleſs ;- and that if 


at laſt an operation ſhould be found expedient, it 
might probably with as great propriety be done 
ſome time hence, as at preſent : and, with an e- 
qual probability of ſucceſs too; and that in the in- 
terim he might poſſibly be fo far relieved as tg 
render the extirpation of the part unneceſſary. 

From this time he deſired to commit himſelf 
to my care. I began with giving him ſome mer- 
curial purges ; after he had taken two or three 
_ doſes of this phyſic, I put him into a courſe of 
the Extractum Cicutæ, beginning with ſmall 
quantities of this medicine, and gradually in- 
creaſing it. 
With the Cicuta I joined the Decoctum Cor- 
ticis; at the ſame time I ordered the tumor to 
be twice a day fomented with a ſtrong decoc- 
tion of the leaves of the Cicuta boiled in wa- 
ter; and afterwards to be covered with a cata» 
plaſm of the ſame leaves mixed with the decoc- 
tion, and ſoftened with oil. 

For near four months this method was pur- 
ſued: at the end of this time, the tumor of 
the Teſticle was removed; and now there re- 


ö 
mained only a ſmall degree of induration and 
enlargement of the Epididymis, Theſe re- 


mains were finally perfectly diſperſed, by wear- 


ing a plaiſter compoſed of mercury, ſoap, and 
gum Ammoniacum. Since then, this gentleman 
has had no return of his complaint, and he 


now enjoys a good ſtate of health. Several. 


years are elapſed ſince this cure was com- 


pleated, - 


RAS: EI 


About three years ſince, a young gentleman, 
not quite twenty years old, applied for my opi- 
nion relative to a diforder in one of his Teſti- 
cles, with which he had been for a great 
while afflicted, as he informed me; and that 
after having for a conſiderable time followed 
the directions of a ſurgeon of eminence with- 
out any effect, he was in conſultation adviſed to 
part with the Teſticle. With reluctance it 


ſeems he aſſented to the propoſition; but the 


day was appointed for the operation; when 
the hour was arrived, and every thing ready 
for the purpoſe ; the young gentleman on a ſud- 
den was ſo intimidated, that he retracted his for- 
PORT | Mer 
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mer reſolution, and would not ſubmit. Soon 
after this, in great diſtreſs of mind, he and his 
father paid me a viſit ; and on this occafion they 
conſulted me. 


Not as yet having been informed of what 
had happened, or with whom he had adviſed, 


1 gave him ſome hopes of ſaving the Teſticle. 
From this time he deſired, under my directions, 
to ſubmit himſelf to the cate of the family ſur- 
geon. Upon examining the diſeaſed Teſticle, 
it appeared very little larger than the other; 
aud he ſaid he had never had much pain in the 
part; there was no di ſcolouration on the tkin ; 
the Scrotum was ſmooth and uniform but upon 


carefully feeling the Teſticle, it appeared a little 


irregular in its make. I began with giving the 
young gentleman a mercurial purge, which at 
proper. intervals was two or three times repeated: 
after he had thus been ſufficiently purged, it was 
agreed to put him into a courſe of Extractum Ci- 
cutz, and the Decoctum Corticis, together with 
a fomentation and cataplaſm of the Cicuta uſed 
to the part. From this time the young gentle- 


man gradually recovered; and in a tow uche 


got quite well. 
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Theſe diſorders: were ſuch, I alk, as may 
With propriety be rather compriſed under the 
head ef induration, than ſchirrhus; for had the 
diſeaſed Teſticles been confirmed ſehirrhi, it is 
probable that all efforts to remove theſe tus 


mors, would have been unſuceeſs ful: and that 
the malignity, and ſtabbornefs of the diſeaſe 


would have proved ſo great, as probably to have 
ended uffavourably : and, ſooner or later, might 
haue * l Tuck treatment as was At firſt ins 
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"When an enlargeinent and tds of the 


Teſticle is degenerated into a Schirrhus, and the 
THis"is arrived at {6 conſiderable a-fize as, on 
necbunt of its bulkineſs and weight, to become 
in a great degree troubleſome and inconvenient 
to the patient: notwithſtanding, in this ſtage 

of me on, there ſhall be but little pain; 


yet 


Yb en CAS 


OT COIN 


* 
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| yet Ale being no probability left of leflening 


tt 


the tumor, either by local applications or in- 
ternal remedies; but on the contrary it is 
found to incxeaſe ; for this reaſon it is, in ſome 
inſtances, found expedient to adviſe the extir- 
pation of the part, as the only relief that can 
be given a this . eincum- 
Aan. |: io L 5 oo e enen brods 2 
When the tumor is „ tin it Font 
cancerous, it ſtill more immediately demands 


a compliance with this meaſure ; becauſe of the 


great pain with which the diſeaſe is ſometimes 
attended; and if the Scrotum and its ſubjacent 
parts be burſt and ulcerated,. the ſeverity. of 
the ſymptoms will be aggravated, with the ad- 
ditional inconvenience of à fœtid ichorous dif- 
charge; and, ſometimes too, this diſcharge will 
be ſucceeded. by ſudden and conſiderable eva- 


cuations of blood from one or more veſſels: 


by which means the ſtrength of the miſerably 
afflicted patient becomes greatly exhauſted, and 
his depraved conſtitution is in a ſhort time ren- 
dered fo infirm as to threaten a ſpeedy diſſolu- 


tion, unleſs the whole of Ba diſeaſed parts * 


removec. 

Previous to a A ue che opera- 
ten of caſtration : it in, by all experienced and 
| judicious 


= 7 
judicious authors in ſurgery, recommended to 
the operator to be particularly cireumſpect, re- 
lative to tlie ſtate of the ſpermatic- chord; and 
at the ſame time it is adviſed, that, ſhould the 
veſſels compoſing the ſpermatic rope be diſco- 
vered to be enlarged and indurated, the operas. 
tion ſhould be objected to, unleſs the diſeaſe of 
the chord terminates on the outſide of the' Abs. 
dottien, below the "perforation of the tendinous 
2 of the e en Bae 
an 
Belides this be and deve pretau⸗ 
tion, there are others, I think, of at leaſt equal 
importance, that require the deliberate conſi- 
deration of the ſurgeon, previous to a proce- 
dure, to caſtration: mean the ſtate: of the in- 
guinal glands, and the ſtate of all ' thoſe other 
glandular parts, which, from their ſituation, 
will admit of examination, as well as the con- 
dition of the internal Viſcera, ſo far as we may 
be ſuppoſed to have it in our power to judge of 
them, by externally ſearching the Abdomen; 
or by properly attending to ſuch hectical ſym- 
ptoms as diſeaſed Viſcera of the Abdomen and 


Thorax are known to be capable of producing; 
ſince no ſurgical operation of this kind can rea- 
wee * fuppoſed to do more than to remove 

ſuch 
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ſuch general bodily complaints as are derived 
from a local cauſe : for whatever ſucceſs may 
with reaſon be expected, in a conſtitutional ill - 
neſs, muſt be ſought for from good air, and from 
alteratives of the dietetic and medicinal tribe, or 
from iflues ; and not from the knife, the cauſacs 
or the ligature only. 

But, ſhould there be no apparent reaſon for 
objecting to the extirpation of the Teſticle, the 
operation may be performed in the following 
manner, and ſometimes with a good proſpect of 


OF THB. OPERATION av , I 
CASTRATION: | 2 


Place your patient | in a ſupine — "ty — 
a table of a convenient height, covered with 2 
blagket. _ 

Support his Mears neck, pr? head, with 
a. pillow, ſo that he may lie in an eaſy ſituation: 
by proper afliſtants, let his legs and thighs be ſe- 
' "cared, and ſeparated from each other, with the 
knees a little bent: at the fame time obſerve that 
an aſſiſtant gently preſſes upon the upper. and an- 
terior part of the Thorax; fo that the patient, in 

| 1 "On 


4 


[9] 
this ſituation, may ſteadily be b ns the 
| — 

Theſe precautions being ec attended 
to, reſolutely begin your inciſion an inch at 
leaſt above the upper extent of the tumor; 


making your wound, at once, quite through 


the integuments to the lower extent of the 
Tumor, and in a ſemi-elliptic form: proceed 
then to make a ſecond wound in an oppoſite 


direction, ſo that this wound may GN 


both in fize and ſhape with the firſt. 


With expedition go on then to diſſdet che 


Teſticle, on each ſide, from the Scrotum, 

Afterwards divide the ſpermatic chord near 
the Abdomen; and tie up the bleeding ſperma- 
tic artery, if neceflary, with a ſmall needle and 
thread paſſed round the veſſel. When you have 
ſecured the ſpermatic artery, ſearch for the ar- 
Fery of the Septum Scroti, and tie that like- 
wiſe, if it appears of conſequence enough to 
require tying. The arteries of evety other 
part, that are latge enough to bleed freely, 
muſt be treated in the ſame manner. When 
the hæmorrhage is ſtopped, dreſs the wound 
ſuperficially with dry lint : then, over the lint, 
apply a foft pledyit of tow, © ſpread with an 
bon ointment. The" n may be' ſe- 


cured 
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cured with a ſingle T bandage, or not, 28 * 


be thought convenient. u een 
Put your patient to bed; and adminiſter an 
opiate : which ought occaſionally to be repeated. 


Pay a proper regard to the ſymptomatic fever, 
when it comes on; and, from the time of put- 
ting your patient to bed, oh * be kept per- 
fectly quiet. 

On the third or fourth * after the opera- 
tion, dreſs the wound with yellow Baſilicon, or 
Linimentum Arczi, ſpread upon pledgits of lint: 
before the pledgits are applied, dip them in warm 
{allad or linſeed oil. Let this mode of dreſſing 
be repeated till the firſt dreſſings come off; and 
as long afterwards as you find it neceflary to the 
promotion of digeſtion, | 

If, at the end of a week or ten days, or later, 
your patient complains of a languor, and the 
wound ſhould not produce good matter, but 
on the contrary a+ bloody and corroſive ſanies 
ſucceeds, foment the wound once or twice a 
day with an antiſeptic fomentation, mixed 
with camphorated ſpirits of wine, or brandy ; 
and liberally ſupply the patient with the Cor- 
tex Peruvianus in ſubſtance, or in whatever. 


\ . ſhape you may find moſt agreeable to the ſto- 


mach. The Bark-draughts may be advanta- 
. geouſly 
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geouſly mixed with the Serpentary, ant theſe 
draughts may be acidulated with the Spiritus 
Vitrioli Tenuis; for thefe additions, under ſome 
circumſtances, are found to add much to the ef- 


as you may find it neceſſary. 
In the directions already laid down, Gar this 


extirpation of the Teſticle, I have ſuppoſed the 


integuments to be ſound; but, ſhould they 
prove otherwiſe, the whole diſeaſed parts- muſt 
infallibly be removed, without paying a parti - 
cular regard to the ſhape, fize, or extent of the 
wound. Obſerve to keep your patient's body 


properly open, if diſpoſed to coſtiveneſs: if other- 


wiſe diſpoſed, pay a regard to the diarrhea, by 
keeping him upon a proper diet; and by the far- 
ther affiſtance of ſuch medicines as are beſt a- 


dapted to N of 3 lg _ 


| Eracuation. 


At the times of oily the wounds wk no 
violence; but permit the dreffings to continue till 
they ſpontaneouſly det > or till 17 ths —_ of 


ficacy of the Bark. * e er- 
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